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hton of Broughton, 
ng 


t and Baronet, 


ble Hoſe Iokoite Obli- 
cations .you have 
' been pleas'd to lay 
. upon. me,, have emer 


RSS boldened me to prex 
As {1 you with this, 
Py way of Retaliation. 

( for what proportion can this. hold 


with your ſo many, and ſo great fa- 
vors? ) but by way of proteCtion: 
that what is weak ifzut ſelf, being Che- 
| Fiſhed by rhe Rays of your kind 

? Aſpect, ray be. able to paſs throu - 
; ll thoſe Aftronts, which works of t 

\ Ynature uſually meet with, It had age 
eaſie to have varnifht this'Work over 


{ Iviththe finer Cojours ofRhetoric;burT 


vel knew,that you, who are ſo great a 
| 0 A&A. & . i. JOver 


The Epifile Dedicatory. 
Lover of 'Truth and Sincerity,ſcorn all 
that Fucus,, with which men com- 
rmonly-daub over their Works. The 
occaſion which drew me'on-to under- 
take a work of this nature, . was thoſe 
frequent Cheats put upon honeſt and 
well-meaning people, by theſe falſe 
pretenders to Arts. Iftherefore I have 
contributed any thing\ino! ler to un- 
deceive the world, 'which is too fond 
of ſuch Trifles, T have my end yo 
Extrooizing, my ; coeur. Io Jay 

ir ever proſper you, and all thoſe 
full” SL of your Family, 
| may Ircjoyce: in your Patronage 
who ok Fed ng Fans 
. * Honoured Sir, | 
 Tour:moſt bnimble aud moſt 
._-  obliged/Servant, 


John Brinley 


"Brockton: in the POINTY 
| of Stafford, Noventk. 
7th. 1679; 
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"MN Ertainly if. the ASS. of 
Truth be the beginning of our - 

af happineſs in this Life, att is 
the perfettion of it in the Life to comb, 
there can be._no greater Charity, than 
fo reduce. the Wanderers into the way, 
and to undecerve a multitude, which is 


almays. greedy of its own ruin, and fond. 
of every thing that carries init any ſhiw 
or appearance of. goodneſs. For { ſadly 
obſerve ; that the. commoyn- people ave 
expoſed to the. deceipts of all. Pra» 
feffons ;-'They are the Iachars'of the 
world; They: bear the. burthens of all 
ſorts of people; and few. of them have © 
the Prerogative or the Abilities of Ba= 
laam's Reaſt to reply ; Am not I thine 
i Aſs? Even zn the concerns of Religion, 

where we expett, not only the wolf tn 

| | A 3 uocent, 


The . Preface. 
nocent, but moſt infallible Truths, are 
ftrange Deceptions and Pious Frauds 
and befides the little talking - Schiſmus 
ticks, which þ/! our ears, pithcthe noiſe 
-of \Sermens, there are greathr heads , 
and more advanced underſt qudings, who 
make it there buſineſs to abuſe us. Yhe 
Lawyers-are grown delafrve, even 101” 
Proverb, of which the 'narrdwneſs of 


. Jome men's,” awdl the-entangled condl-- 


'£20x of -othbrs \Eftates, 45"t00 great mn 
Evitleace: . Phyficians have their Arts 
alſo, not "only of gaining anr Coin, but 
EVE# of deceroing us into Death it ſelf, 

yrom hard-antd wnintefligib1> names, 
pretending as firange effets. Aſtro: 
Yogers cheat our anwa)y and too for- 

_ -ward beliefs Tuto a conteit of things, of 
" which they even dpubt themſelves; and 

 -impoſe upoy'u8 4 belief, that arbitrary 

egoents and arcidental proceedings of. 

- "things below, have mateſſary cauſes 
. above; and the weakneſs. of common 
judgments ( which are ever more greedy 

"pf things #0 come, than inquifitive of 


things 
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thing 5 paſt acl oh rr 
Hos. to ſwallow the Frets of te 
ed” ignorant men, which c aft 

uſes, ay 


the independency of their Ca 
uncertainty of their Events, are only 


all things are as preſent. 


Hence proceed thoſe ſwarms of For» 
tune-Tellers, Geomancers, Diviners, 
Interpreters of Dreams, who poſſeſs 
the Common people with apprehenſi ons, 
that they know all their Fate, - the num- 
ber of their Days, the Caſualties of 
their Life ; and even their natural in- 
clinations, and thoughts of their 
hearts : by this means Cheating the 
poor . inyocent Souls intg the grofſe eſt 
Superſtition imaginable, 


The confideration of theſe things 
was the great motive, that ſtirr'd me 
% to theſe undertakings, in which 7 


as Country-men, whom # 
ſee impoſed upon by _ Poli; : 
Ag..- who 
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in the foreknowledge of him, to ey 


ſign nothing but the good of my 1% 
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The Frelace. | 
tobo. peing, perally perſons of broken 
Fortunes, 'have no other. way to. defend 
themſelves from the miſeries of poverty; 
and __ are forced to: fall upon the 


heneſt plainneſs of the . common people, 
and by unneceſſary and unlawful Arts, 
patch up the breaches of their. Fortune, 
And herein I hope I ſhall not in the 
teaſt diſoblige any wiſe or\gqod men, of 
what  Profeſtonſaever, * «© | 


CHA -I, 


That _ men "are naturally inclin” 4 
.. fo Superſtition, Apecialy. the i Apo: 
rant ſort. & 


f7N Owl, an Hare, 
:." fone: an Old-wo- 

3 3 was Ancient- 
; iy wee Emblem of 
3] 


ay yoo imp) and 
" ſhall di- 


pin rt ſearch into 
the Cauſes of this Error, we ſhall find © 
that Ignorance, and Dotage, vain 
hopes, and fooliſh fears, gr oundleſs +, 
expectations, -and caſual events have - 
been the Springs from whence this 
folly proceeds, which is the Mother 
of 2 theſe Omens and Prognoſtic» 
tions. . i 15 an Ancient obſervation, 


& rimus : 


(2) | 

Primus in orþe Deos timor fecit, that 
fear Deified the firſt gods, and with- 
out doubt there-is much truth in the 
Aſſertion. | 

For though the Idea of one true 
God, and firſt Principle ofall things, 
was at firſt Imprinted upon the Soul 
_ of man; yet the fears of after Apes 
| Canonized the multitude of falſe gods. 
It was a Storm, and an Eclips, that 
Conſecrated Romulus; and JoufMitte 
ſelf had,not been Maſter of heayen; 
or worſhipped tpon earth, had not 
the terrors of tis Thunders advanced 


+". the conceit of his Divinity 


H*=nce Aulus GeHitz obſerves. in Not. 
Att. 1.5. c. 1%. Thar he was not on- 
by worſhi pea as %, Tavans Pater, a 
riend and elper of Mankind, bur as 
a Pejovis and burchry: and there- 
fore his image was, placed i 
_ ple near the Capitol-with darts in-his 
Fra to ſignifie his hurtful power ; 


the ignorant; ad fearful multitude 


na Tem- 


2 - and therefore- for this treaſon, Yirgs/ 
E. | = 1n 


3). 


in his Georgics is thought to de 
cate theſe unlucky gods.” £ 25 


In tenut labor, at tenuis'non het, 
quem. 


Numina leva finunt, abby Dorg- "i 


tus Apotts. 


Upon'the like Gitinds the reſt &f | 
the Stars, and Planets came to be 
reckonet amongſt the gods. For the 
 4gnorance of vulgar” apprehenfions', 
——_ that it lay _in their'own 

ers to diſperſe what infliences 

themſelves pleaſed, were not'0n- 
iy fearful to offend thefe new Detttes, 
which themſelves had created ;but alſo 
took great careto'win and pleal left-. 
they ſhould: ſend forth ſuc Maleyo- ; 
Jens: Emiſſions of their fury,” as mi 401 
be to the prejudice of Mankind, or ar 
leaſt the ruin of thoſe who negle&ed 
their worſhip. Hence alfo has t _ 
eome'to paſs, Fas the Devil himfelf - 
has had fs .Votaries, and hath is | 
. . 1S 
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his devouteſt worſhippers ; and the 
cauſe of this has net only been envy, 

or deſire of Revenge, which prompts - 
- men ſometumes to the moſt wicked 
_ "and unlawful pratifes ; but even 
cowardly and melancholly appreben- 
ſions. ' And this is' evident, farſt, in 
that the moſt ignorant and Narrow- 
ſould people are moſt often fedyced 
by evil Spirits, or by the weakneſs 
of. their own imaginations, to praiſe 
unlawful or unneceſſary, and truitleſs 
Arts. And fecondly,in that all Witches 
and Necromancersin their Spells, and 
moſt .. folemn Invocation of Devils, 

- - have this, or the. like Form. viz. 
© Whereas thy Seryant N. is unworthy 
focrave the help ar aſſiſtance of Good 
Angels, give leaue td the Damons, &c. 

to.come to my. Aid. And yet theſe _ 
Jort, of abuſed people haye as many 
Followers. as the greateſt Davines , 
whule the ignorant . multitude in all 
Mistfortunes, Crofles and Afﬀlictions, 
forthwith make their APPIERBens ep 
PE < | tnem 


S. 5 NE. 
them as the moſt ready help. 
If the-man-be ſick, where-ſhall he-- 
have his Phyſick, but from one that - 
fetches it from behind” the Curtain > 


If .he lieunder any Misfortune, he pre=' | 


- ſently berakes himſelf to ſomeFortune- *; 
teller or Conjurer. If the Cattel be 
lick, the White-Witch is preſently 
ſent for to bleſs it,  _ Pa Et ; 
. I ſhall therefore make it my buſineſs 
to undeceive the people, and to ſhew, 
"them that it is altogether unlawfulto 


have recourſe to ſuch men, who pra- _ 
Miſe unlawful Arts ; that in all Trials, . - 
Crofles, 'and Afﬀflitions whatever, -; 
God alone is tobe ſought after, who | - 
ſuffers us. ſometimes to fall into grie- 
- vous troubles, 'that we may the more 
_ devoutly call upon him. ' | 
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That God's hand is in all Croſſes, who 
Ruleth over Devils and all their 


* » | Jnferuments, .. 


' #T He want: of due conſideration 

'"'L of the firſtand wn py Norms 
from whence allCrofles and atilitions 
proecd. has not only been the occa- 

fiort of many mens betaking them- 
ſelves to-unlawful Remedies, but even 
of doubting either the Exiſtence, or 
Providence of the Deity. To ſee 
' wicked men advanced to rhe greateſt 
Honours, enjoy: the moſt ſplendid 
Fortunes, andcontinue in the firmeſt 


- . heaſth, and firength of body, and 


's 


vigor of mind; while others of the 
moſt temperate diſpoſitions, moſt ho- 
ly habits, and moſt conſtant Pieties, 
labour under the greateſt Crofles, and 
MisGrtunes imaginable, has PRs 
RE. the 


CE 
the beliefof many wife and good men. 
At this block the ingenious Poet Clau- 


dian confeſſes that he'ſtumbled. 


Sed run Res hominum tanti caligine © 


 *wobut | 
- Adfpicerem ; Iztoſq; diu florere 20- 


Pexariqz pios, rirſus labefatta a=. 1 
 debat 7 $i - 


Relig1o. : P 
But when I faw things ſo confug'd-' 
_ . ty hurfd, My not; 
And ſtrangely toſt in this our lower 
world, Dp. ue: 
The wicked flouriſh, and the pious 
— quail, MM 
_ My tottering belief began to fail. 


| There is no need to multiply exam- 
ples ofthis kind;tis the commonFate of 
man'to fall into theſe doubts. The 
Bin aj ofthe holy David may rye 
forall, whoſe foot had well nigh ſlipt 


| ._ Upon | 


GD. - 
- upon the like conſideration. + - _ -, 
* But if we ſhall enquire into the - 
Holy Scriptures, we: ſhall find, that | 
Afﬀflitions corme not but by the ap- 
+ pointment or permiſſion of-Gqd,: who 
overns and diſpoſeth all things as 
cemeth beſt to his Godly wiſdom, and 
ſo as that the events of all things may 
contribute moſt to his own glory, and 
ſuit beſt with the happineſs: of his 
Saints. We are aflur in Jeb, that 
AMictions come not out of. the duſt. 
Fob. 5. 6. Theevil ( ofpuniſhmeat ) 


1s from the Lord. Amos. 3. 6... 


x> - So the Lord fmote all the firſt- 
; bornofman and beaſt in Fgypr, Exod. 


| 21. 29. So did he Fehoram the ſon of 


Fehoſophat with an incurable diſeaſe, 
cill. his bowels fell out. 2 Chros. 21.18, 
I9. And ſo itwas the hand of God,that 
turned the. Pride of Nebuchaduezzar 
' into madneſs and brutiſhneſs. Dar. 4. - 
1. And it-was the Angel of Gadthat : 
Habte Herod, cauſing worms to. eat, 
" him to death. As. 12. 23, And wk 
Wha | the 


5th 
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(72 | 
the Magicians and Sorcerers in the 
world, nay, nor allthe power of Hell 
could never have relieved theſe. It was 
only. inthe power ofhim that ſent theſe 
puniſhments, to have removed them. 

- *Tis true indeed, God ſometimes 


ſends out the evil Sperits, as the exe- 


-cutioners 'of his Juſtice, as he did a- 
mong the 'Egyptians. Pſal. 78. 49. 
and fodidhe'ſend an evil Spirit upon 
Sax tovex him, - 1 Sam. 16. 15. But 


when he does fend out theſe Inſtru- 


ments of his diſpleaſure, they have 


theirCommiſſions and Orders,beyond - 


which they. cannot go. The Devils 
could not enter ſo much as into the 
Swine of the filthy Gadarexes, with- 
out the. leave of Chriſt. Maz.. 8. 3.1. 
The Witches and Sorcerers acknow- 
ledge their limits. It' is not all per- 
ſons, that they can pretend to hurt. 
Lipfius well obſerves Phyfiolog,Stoicor. 


lib. 1. Cap. 17. that neither Magi- 7 
cians, nor Devils themſelves can take 


away :Gold or Letters.out of mine,-or 
| B- Craſſis's 


TD ge * Fe, "T4 — 
v F. x 45? 


\(.r0 3. 
Eraſi' $ Cheſt, & Clientelis So lar- 
£#r4. | For they are baſe, poor, cohtem- 
Ptible fellows:for the: moſt-part. 'Bo- 
dinus ' alſo. :.. Demon... lib. :3. Cap. 3. 
Notes that. they .cari.do nothing ( zn 


- Fudicurm decreta aut. penas, in Regim- 


 concilza,. vel atcana, nibil-in rem num- 
marian ant theſauros, "They cannot 
*give- maney - to their 'Clients:;, alter 
- Judges Decrees, or;Councils of Kings : 
theſe Minuti Genij 'canhot da it. _|41- 
-tiores 'Genij,” hot-fibz afſervarunt., the 
higher powers reſerve theſe things to 
.. themſelves. .Now and then peradven- 
- tuts':there' may: be more famous and 
b, 3 og Magicians, ſuck oe eug 
. us, Apollonius Tyaneus, Paſetes, 
2 licus, Odo-de Stells;: that fof a 
- timecanbuildCaſtles ia the air ,TEpre- 
- fent Armies, and perform very ſtrarige 
-\Feats;. but all theſe endim no 
- bur the powet'of God proteas thoſe 
that fear him from: their:Malevolence, 
-and deſtroys all theſe' Phantaſims , 
* bringing their wicked works _ 
tne 
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the Authors af them.to inevitable ni> - -- 


in. So it:fared with. that.great cne- 
my. of-the:Qhriſtian iFaith 87mox Ma- 
gas, who when:he had; been ſeveral 
times:bafledby Saint Peter, atilaſt, to 
: _He-angyo-- WET a of hisgreat 
power, :Ai the,Qapitol, giv 
Gut: to the-people, thatihe br & | 
up on own | mhoach is 
and-according w his flight ; upþ- 
on which rw + 7 ef He Ge, 
that he would -not-ſuffer, api —4 | 
-be deluded by: his Sorceries;.andforth- 
with the wickedwretchfelldown,ar 
in-his fall put an-end-at once to:hi 
delufions-dnd>his+life.. :So.foon-can - 
God bring todeſtructionall thoſe that 
- work wickedneſs. - Wherefore he: on- 
dy: js to beſought after, . in-altl-our Ca- 
Jamities and Afflitions ;-for he. alone 
-can remave them, and-wiltdo.it, when 
- he/ſees it moſt fp his-glory,: and-the 
- everlaſting-weltare-of.ounSouls. _ 

- + Itcis:the greateſt:folly imagi- 

nable upon every Af 


| 


tion, . 
B 2 


.. © Beſides he can neither do us good nor 


(12) 
forthwith to the Devil, or any of his 
Inſtruments : for it-is not his will that 
we ſhould be cured of any of our Ma- 
_ ladies. He rather glories in deceiving 
us, and bringing us into all kind of 
miſery, both temporal and eternal. 


harm,butbyGodspermiſſion.andthere- 
fore all good men have ever acknow- 
- -ledged, that whatever befel them, was 
the hand'of God, yea, even when the 

| have known, that the moſt Devili 
inſtruments © have” been imployed 
. againſt them. Thus Fob concludes, 7 he ||: 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken | 
| away. Fob. 1.2.1.Histerrors he called the | 
terrors of the Lord C. 6.4. And he faid }* 
alſo,thatGod ſcared him with dreams, | - 
and terrified him with viſions.C. 7.14. 
He therefore, from whom all things 
.. have their being, their life, and their 
- motion, is'tobe Supplicated, either,to 
remove our. Croſs, or. ſo Santifie-it | 
- tous, asthat it may turn toour health | ' 
. and Salvation. . oo 
£334 = _ * Paſſio- 


{x33 


Paſſionate people will not be con- 
tent to wait the Lords leaſure, and ſo 
grow impatient and furious under the 
Chaſtiſements of the Lord, and are . 
brought to . deſtruction. - So. fared it 
with Feboram the ſon of Feſabel, who 
though he knew the Lords hand was 
upon him, and his people; yet was he 
ſo impatient to endure the miſery, and 
ſo -Helliſhly enraged, that he Swore 

0 take away the life of the Prophet - 
Eli.2K.6.3 1,3 3.But the end ofthis man 
was a ſhort lite, a troubleſom Reign, 6c 
a violent death,for he was trod to death 


by the people in the gate,as theProphet 


had foretold.2Xings.7.17.But it fell out 
much otherwiſe with. the patience of, 
Fob, who neyer murmured . at any 0 
Gods diſpenfations towards him, but 
contented himſelf with all occurren- 
ces, and humbly ſubmitted to the ſer 
vereſt Chaſtiſements. Him therefore. 
did God deliver from all his troubles, 
and doubled his Bleſſings and his Re- 
wardsupon,and made his end glorious 
E B 3 and 


; 


(14 ) 1 

__  aliChappy, The fame Method of de- FJ. 

portment 1s obſervable m'Saint Paul, 

who when the meſſenper of Saran was 

ſent to Buffet him, betook himſelf to 
Prayer,” 4nd Had deliverance. - - 

F ſhall proceed no farther in Inftan- 
ces, to Maw that God alone has the 
| Wore to help ts in all oor needs, and 

tkewiſe ſuch a Dominion over all erea- 
'tres both good and bad; that withonr 
his permiffion and afliſtatice they carl 
do nothing. * T orily ſhalt mention that 
remarkabie paſſage of Balagm, whoiti 
Balac did itnagine to have beeti enduy 
ed with ſuth a power; is tht he could 
- Bkfs, -or Curſe whofoevet he pleaſed. 
But the Prophet aſſures Him, that 
though he would give him his houſe- 
ful of Silver and Gold, he could not 
go beyond the Word of the Lord, to 
do more or leſs. Nam. 12. 18. There- 
fore let no man think it lies in the 
 Þo wer of Inchaniters : Witches, or any 

of their -Aſſ6ciates or Alliſtants, the 
Divels, to cure thoſe whom the _ | 
GR 1s | ati } 
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hath ſmitten, or to hurt an perſon, 
whom, the Lordi Is pleaſed to Bleſs.” 20G. 


- OY 
{  } 


"c. H A P, TIT. 
Several ftrange Diſeaſes happen ke. 


. from natural Cauſes in which utither” 
Divels. nor' any of. his Loſtruments: 
have any hand. | A 


Here is nothing Cas we have' 
+ formerly” hitited ) more uſu: 
the Common! people, thatrt6: 
aletibe to Witchcraft, "all Diſaſters, 
Miſchances', or Difeaſes' whatever 
ſeeming fl firan eto vulgar ſenſe. 'T ſhall 
therefore 1 in this Chapter give a brief 
account” of ſome Drfeaſes', which 
tag roceeding from Natural 
By mh ave obſerved that the'peo- 
ple atfribure "to" orcery; and forfh- 
with a Meſſenger in ny 0 of theſe Caſes 
IS diſpatched, either” to a' Curining= 
man ' for 'a Bleſſing, or «elſe the'next. 
Old-woman is ſuſpe&ted for a Witch, - 
and the-Curſes of all the Neighbour- 
DB 4” >= mod 
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hood are muſtered againf{t her. 
ff. For example, in a Catalepfis , 
the whole body 1s, as it were, in a mi-' 
nute ſuddenly taken in the midſt of 
ſome ordinary Geſture or Action, as 
Standing , -Sitting, Lying, Writing, 
or Looking up to Heaven, and 1s 
continued 1n this poſture for ſome ſpace 
together, as it Frozen, generally ſtark 
and ſtiff, in all parts without Senſe or 
motion- ' Now this difeaſe, being not 
ſo common as the Meaſles , or the 
 Small-Pox, the Tooth-ach, or the Ague,. 
the Countrey people forthwith cry ont - 
there's Sorcery in 'the 'Caſe; cut off 
ſome of his hair, and bring it to the 
Wiſeman. . ,,_ BETS 
. - -2dly. The \Apoplexy, wherein the 
© Sick arealfo ſuddenly taken, and fur- 
priſed with a ſenſeleſs Trance, and 
general aſtoniſhment, or fideration 
and -benumming ot all theLimbs,void . 
| of all ſenſe and moying, many hours 
together, © only the breath ſtriveth 
againſt the danger of Suffocation, and 
| BE _ 
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EIEERE 
Mill the Pulſe beateth. - 
34ly. Others are ſwiftly ſurpriſed 
with fo profound and deadly a ſleep, 
that no call, nor cry, nor' noiſe, no 
inching, or ſtimulation can in many 
ours awake or raiſe them. Of this 
Diſeaſe, as Bodix aftirmethin his Des. 
monomania,lib. 2. cap. 6. That Fohan= 
zes Scotus lying as if he had been dead, 
was buried betore he really was ſo. 
4thly. Phrenitis, which the Greeks 
derive from the werd ger, 154 diſeaſe. 
of the mind, with a continual Mad- 
neſs and Dotage, which hath an ac- 
cute - Feaver annexed to it, or elſe:an + 
 .inflamation of the. Brain , or the 
Membranes or Kells of it. F 
5thly. Hydrophobid'is a kind ofmad- ' 
neſs wel known ineveryVulage,which 
comes by the: þiteing* of a Mad-dog. 
The reaſon of the name is, becauſe 
the perſons thus affe&ted cannot en- 
dure the ſight of water, or any liquor, 
ſappoſing {till they ſee a Mad-dog in 
it. The part afteRed is the Brain ; the's | 
- eauſe 
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cauſe Poyſon,  that- comes: from, the. 
Mad+dog, which is. ſo hot. and, dry, 
- thavit conſumes all. the moiſture in the 
body. ZE7deſbiem in Spicl, 2. Re- 
| tes of ſome: that. died/ſo Mag; and 
| being Cut. up, had no water, ſcarce 
any blood left in them. ' To ſuch as 
are affected with it, the fear of water 
begins at fourteen days after they are 
bitten,” to ſome again not till Forty or 
Sixty days. Some ſay not only. bite- 
ing, but touching or idling 4 Dag 
intefed, may cauſe this diſorder ; and 
' then ifany one change to fall into ſuch 
- acondition, and the cauſe not known, 
_ frraight-way half of the. Pariſh is 
ſuſpe&ed of Witchery. | 
x Whatwouldthe people imagine 
of 'Lycaythropie, when they are ſo 
ftrangel ſtar led at theſe Diſcaſes 2 
For in this, asſome Phyſicians tell us, 
-men run howling about Graves and 
- Fields in the night, and will not þe per- 
ſwaded but that they;are Wolves, or 
Tch like beaſts. Forreftus in his 05> 
| ; ſervat. 
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fervat. de morbis cenchri. lib; x0. cap. 
15. tells of tome per ſons thus diftracit- 
ed, to one ofAviiich humfelt was an 
eye-witneſs at Alcmacr in Hofand, a 
poor | Husbandnian that ſtill hunted 
about Graves, and kept in Chaureh- 
yards, of a pale, black, fearfial and 
ugly look. Such belike were the 
Daughters of King Pretus, who fan- 
cied themſelves to be Kine. And Ne- 
bnchainezear in Daniel,was only trou- 
bled with this kind of Madneſs; and 


notreallyMetamorphoſed intoan Ox: - 


For the foul of man conld not poſlibly 
dwell in fo nnſaravle anhabitation as 


the body of an Ox; but the, proud - - j 


King might be ſeized with ſo deep 8 
Kc as tofancy himſelf to be 
- is HI 

Beſides this, we often ſee men-la- 
boring of very ſad and violentDileaſes, 
as Convulfions, Madneſles, and ſuch 
like, and ſome will bite their Tongues -, 


and Fleth, ſome.make feartul Quteries, - - 


and moſt hideous Shriekings, ſome 
| | ws toſs 


tw) 
toſs. themſelves violently from one 
place to another, ſome Froth, Gnath 


with their Teeth, and draw their faces 


into ſtrange and Ghaſtly Figures. -Alt 
which though proceeding from natural 
cauſes ; yet the vulgar is ready to be- 
lieve there is ſomething more in the 
Caſe. And that which doth more con- 
firm them in this Creed, is either the 
want of able Phy ficians, or their 1n- 


ability to employ them ; tor they are 


ſeldom fo Charitable as to make'any 
more Recipe's, than they receive Gui- 
nies. - And fo the poor people; are tor- 
ced to go to ſome ſorry Emperick, who 
tis certain, will do _— good, and 
upon that diſappointment, to: ſame 


Cunning man, whowill do them leſs. 


Nay, it has ſometimes happen'd, that 
honeſt perſons have beenapprehended, 
Arraigned, and\Condemned,. through 
the advices of ſuch men; for in theſe 
Caſes, it is obſervable, that a ſmall 


- matter will beget ſuſpicion, 'and upon - 


this multitudes of Proats ſhall be 
| muſter'd 
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.muſter'd up, and fo by a ready Climax, | 
the poor people. are hurried up.to the 
Gallows it ſelf. Such are the miſeries 

on the one hand, andthe deluſions on 

the other hand, of the Superſtitious, 
and ignorant Multitude. 


| Cuas IV. 


That Devils may do miſchief to man 
or beaſt , without any Aſſociation 
with Witch or Wizard. : 


T Hough we do not deny, but 
ſhall hereafter prove that there” 
: are Witches, and Necromancers, and 
ſuch pexſons as make wickedContratts 
with the Devil, to.the ruin of their 
ownſouls, and theprejudice of others ;- 
- yet it:is,moſt certain, that the Devil 
-Oep does much evil of himſelf (by 
Gods permiſſion) without any Aſſo- 
ciation with any of his forementioned - 
in > :  Inſftru- 
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Inftraments. For. being poſlefled-with 
an” irreconcilable malice againſt the 
welfare of Mankind, -he.goes about 
continuully ſeeking whom he may de- 
vour, laying hold ,upon-all -opportu- 
nities and advantages , - whereby he 
may tempt or enſnare us, or diſturb 
-Qur.peace, . or.endanger our Salvation. 
Thus in the begining did he enter into 
the Serpent, -while there-was yet no 
Witch to.employ him. So when God 
gave him leave, he entred -into- the 
Sabeans and Chaldeans, and ſtirred 


"6:iay_ ad thoſe, whom'ths Go! 
\Pels mention to have' been pofſeſt in 
the. days of our, Saviour 7 and-the 
"Herd of Swine which by Chrifis per- 
| miſſion 
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miſfion were ' driven: head-long-into 
the Sea by a Legion of-Devils. He 
does not chives need to be ſet at. work 
by his Imps and Afociates. -It God 
{+ permit him to afflict us, either for our 

A1ins,. or for the tryal of our Faith, or 
Patience, or any gther vertyies ; he is 
ſoon ready to execute his Office, and 
to proceed to the utmoſt of his com- 
mand... 'It.s our happineſs that he hath 


his Chains of Reftraint, that his pow-- - 


er -is limited , and this malicious 
nature kept within its bounds, other- 
wiſe - our: condition were nyfſerable , 
.,cven beyond -relief :.. he would not 
ſtand to tempt ſome, or. more fully.to: 
contract withrothers ; but his firſt bu- 
-fingfs would be - utterly to deſtroy..us 
-. all; Thankstheretore be givenrto-thee, 
- Q: Almighty Feſus ;, who haſt .over- 
"come the Devil; and. doſtſtillteſesve 


" him-in-Qhains-to. the: Judgment of - 


< 


- the'Laſt Day. 
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CH ar: V, 


That ſeeing Men, or Women, or Beaſts 

may be Afﬀiifted from ſome natural 

' Cauſes, or that ſome perſons may on 

purpoſe Counterfeit many things ; or 

that the Devil himſelf may be the 

' Jole Worker, people ought to be cau- 
tious how they Aſeribe their ] 

Diſtempers, or Troubles to Witch- 

crafe. | FF 


| gf Here is nothing more - com- 
' # mon with men of Shallow un- 


_ Yeritandings and Looſe lives, than to 
 Afcribe ay little Croſs, or unfor- 


tunate ' accident to Witchcraft, - It 

ſhall therefore be my Buſineſs 1n this 

. . Chapter to difluade men from a 

- _ Praftice ſovain, and fruitleſs in it ſelf, 

| ———-fodiſhonorable and difpleaſing toGod, 
and ſo prejudicial to the health of their 

_ own Souls; and there are many rea- 

EY | ſons 


ſons to convince them of this folly, as 
for example. 738 

1/#. The conſideration of Gods own 
hand afflitting us to bring us to the _ 
remembrance of our Duties, and to 
call us to Repentanceand Amendment 
of life, the power of natural cauſes, 
and the liberty which is ſometimes 
given to Satan without any Aſſocia- 
tion with a Witch, as hath been ſhews- « 

. ed 1n the former Chapters. 

2dly. An _—— truth by the ex- 
periences of all Ages, That thoſe, who 
never Dream of Witches, or ever re- 
gard them, are hardly at any time. 
tormented or hurt by .them : But on 
the contrary, ſuch as live in ſuſpicion | 
of them, ſuch as are afraid of them, - 
or ſeek to pleaſe them with Gifts, have 
commonly ſome miſchief done, as the 
Reward of their fears and jealouſfies. -. 
And truly the judgments of God in 
this particular are very juſt, in puniſh- 
ing them by the ſame inſtruments they | 
ſtood in fear .of, who have more awe 

SCF: 6; for 
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for the Devil, than confidence in God. 
' 23dly. Alldo grant, which have any 
knowledge in the power of Witches, 
that they work only by the Devil; 
for though themſelves do Threaten, 
Curſe,make Images, and the like ; yet 
the Devil is the great Inſtrument that. 
works the Miſchief. Therefore the 
advice of Saint Fames is not unſcaſo- 
-nrable in this Inſtance. ' Reſet the De- 
vil, and he will flie thee. Reſiſt him, 
and he ſhall have no power to hurt 
thee, either by himſelf or by the 1in- 
{tigation of any Aſſociates. She may 
bid him go, but he cannot do till he 
hath leave from God, who willnever 
grant it to hurt his own peculiar 
people ; nay, he will be as an Hedge 
about all thoſe that put their truſt 
in him. BS 2 LL YO 
.4thly. The manifold: evils, which 
continually - reſult from wicked pra- 
ctice, as 115% 

; 1ft. It draws mends minds from 
the true fear of God, making them 


to 
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to ſtand in awe of the moſt wicked 
and wretched creatures in the world, 
the Devil and a Witch, than which 
nothing. can be a'greater diſhonour to 
the Creator, -or. more prejudicial to - 
their own Souls. «» | | 

'2. It bringeth honeſt and innocent 
people into ſuſpicion and Infamy, and 
Ithe hatred of allthe Neighbourhood : - 
for thus if theHorſe be ſick,or theCow. 
dead, or the Plum-tree do not bloſſom 
kindly, ſome harmleſs old woman is 
ſuſpected, all her words, poſtures and 
actions are moſt criticalyobſerved,and 
the moſt malicious reflections made 
of them, that the envy of man can in- 
vent. So the -poor creature comes 
to be hated and abuſed, and reviFd by 
all that know her, and that infamy 
ſhall never be wiped oft her and her 
generation, even by her moſt Reli- 
p10us or innocent deportment of her 
hole life. Hence -the poor woman. 
is made miſerable all her life , and 
er family Scandalous to ſucceeding 
| | B 2 Agt5, 
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Apes, through the unreaſonable fears 
and jealouſies' of fooliſh and inconſt- 
derate people. But this is not all ; for 
it does ſometimes happen, that the 
ſaſpe&ted ( though Innocent ) is hal- 
led before Authority, and her lite not 
ſeldom endangered, ſometimes taken 
away. Fo. 

The laſt Argument is from this 
conſideration, [That the Scriptures ne- 
ver aſcribe our pains, vexations, an- 
gurſh of body or of mind, loſſes of | 
our Goods, or any other Croſs what- 
ever, to Witches; but- to the hand 
of God, or to men openly and vio- 
| lently Robbing, Spoiling, or Killing, 

Where it may be demanded why, ſce- 
ing there is ſuch mention of Witches, 
and Sorcery,and the like,unlawtulArts 
in the Scriptures, they do not Aſcribe 
any harmsto them; as men doin theſe} 
days: and the reaſon is, for that the} 
Word of God doth never Aſſign In- 
ſtruments to be ſet on work by him, 
which have not power in themſelves] 
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to do what he employeth them about, 
whether it be Angel, Devil, or any 
other Creature ; and to teach us that 
they are but Sataxs ſlaves, and that 
It is not they, that do any, but that 
—_— is done, is the work of the 
Devil. | | 
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C Ha Þ. VI, 
_ That there are Witches. 


Hat thereare Witches,and ſuch 

Perſons as from contraQs with 
the Devil have undertook, and ſeem- 
ingly performed ſome ſtrange things ; 
( though denyed by ſome Senſual men 
of this Age, whoſe Intereſt it 1s, there 
ſhould be neither Heaven nor Hell, 
and who have therefore proceeded 
from the denial of the Soul, to rhe 
denial of Spirits, and from thence even 
to the denial of the Exiſtence of God 
himſelf) is yet deduciblefrom ſeveral 
rcaſons. C-3 --- "ui 


( 30 ) 

1/t. And firſt from the moſt An- 
cient and veracious Authority of the 
.Word of God, in its forbidding ſuch 
D1abolical practices, as-in the firſt 
place. . Deut. 18. 10, 11, 12. There 
ſhall not be found among you any one, 
that maketh his Son or his Daughter fo 
paſs through the Fire, or that uſeth 
Divination,or an Obſerver of times, or 
* an Inchantex, or a Witch, | 

Or a Charmer, or a Conſulter with 
Familiar Spirits , or a Wizard, or a 
Necromancer, | 

For all that do theſe things are an 
abomination to the Lord : and becauſe 
of theſe abominations, the Lord thy 
God doth drive them out before thee. 

From which words, it not only ap- 
pears that there were thoſe that wor- 
thiped Idols, that gave themlelves to 
Diabolical Arts; but alſo that for theſe 
Abominations the Lord caſt them 
out of the Land, and introduced his 
own people the /ſrae/ites, ſtrictly 
charging them, that they abſtain ow 
| x 22 | uch 
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ſuch unlawful practices. For the Am- 
monites cauſed their Children to paſs 
through the fire,not.as ſome have ſup- 
poſed )to killthem, or. burn them: but 
only to pay a kind of Adoration to 
that Element. For.(as Zeurnius faith) 
Ienem in Ur, Chaldgorum urbe, Abra- 
hami Patria adorandum ponit, gravi 
pend in pertinaces promulgata, Where 
yet there is no mention made of burn- | 
ing-or. killing. For who can believe, 
that So/omen Murthered little Chil- 
dren, or caſt them into the Fire, be- 
cauſe the Scripture ſaith of him, Cole- 
bat Solomon Aſtharten, Deam Sidoni- 
orum, & Moloch, Idolum' Ammonita- 
rum. And yet this unhappy Cuſtom 
hath ſo ſpreadit ſelfever ſince through- 
out the whole world, that even in 
America, the Braſilians do the ſame, 
as Fohawnes Lerius in Nav. Braf. re- 
ports of them. And among, Chrittians 
alſo Mothers did yearly cauſe their 
Children to paſs over the Fire of Saint _ 
John ; which Cuſtom, though con- 

C 4 demned 
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demned by a Council held at Conſtar-: , 
tinople,and provedbyTheodoret to have 
been derived from this Cuſtom ; is yet 
retained and practiſed amongſt thoſe 
of the Romiſh-Church. But to leave ob- 
ſervations, and return to our intended 
Buſineſs. . | : 

We find in theHiſtory of theBible, the 
names and practices of certain Witches 
and Sorcerers, as particularly we have 

the names of thoſe two ſofamousor ra- 
ther infamous Sorcerers of Egypt. 2, 
Tim. 3.8. Dan. 2. 2. We read that Ne- * 
bachaduezzar ' had Dreamed certain 
Dreams, at which he was much per- 
plexed, and very deſirous to know the . 
Interpretation of them ; he gave Com- 
' mandment to call the Magicians and 
the Aſtrologers,and the Sorcerers, and 
. the Chaldeans,” for to ſhew the King 
his Dreams. So we have allo accounts 
of other Witches, as Balaam, of Jeza- 
bel and her Witchcrafts. 2 Kings 9. 22, 
of Manaſſes, who to the relit of his 
wickedneſs, cauſed . his Children to 
ot paſs 
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paſs through the fire in the Valley of 
the Son of Hinnom : Alſo he obſerved 
times, and uſed Inchantments, and 
uſed. Witchcraft, and dealt with a 
Familiar Spirit, and Wizards. So have 
we Relations of the Sorcery of Simon 
Magus both in Holy Writ, and other 
Authors of good Credit, as A. 8. g. 
Euſebius his Eccleſ. Hiſt. which 
Hiſtorian tells us how. he came to 
Rome in the days of Nero, and how 
ſtrangely he ' Bewitched the people 
from the true Belief by his Magical 
Tnchantments, till undertaking toflie 
in the Air, God was pleas'd, at the 
Prayers of Saint Peter, to throw him 
down, in which fall he loſt both Ris 
Life, and Reputation. 

To theſe Proofs we may add, the 
Practices of ſeveral Witches mention- 
ed in the Word of God, as Exod. 7. 
Iſaiah. 47. 9. Execk. 21. 21. and 
this we read of "thoſe that went to 
them. 1 Sam. 28. 7. For ſo goes the 
| ſtory of Saul, when he ſaid ro hs ſer- _ 


vants, 
PE 
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vants, Seek me a woman that hatha 
Pamiliar Spirit, that IT may go to her, 
and enquire of her. And his ſervants 
faid to him, Behold, there is a woman 
. which hath a Familiar Spirit at Endor. 
- And Saul diſguiſed himſelf, and put on 
other raiment,and he went, and two men 
with him, and they came to the woman by 
»1ght.So alſo did Balack feng toBalaam 
to Curſe his enemies. All rheſe things 
were done, contrary to the practice 
of good Fofrah, who, as the Sacred 
Records report, put away the workers 
with Familiar Spirits, and the Wi- 
zards, 2 Kings. 23. 2.4. Theſe are 
fuch evident Proofs, that it is to me 
a wonder that any one, who believes 
tae.Scriptures, can offer to deny the 
exiſtence of Witches, though there 
wereno Demonſtrations in theſe our 


days, to evidence this fo palpable a 
Truth, 
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Of the ground of Witchcraft, and of 
., all the Pradtices thereof. 
bf | | 
Lthough ſome perſons,who have 
not altogether denied that there 
is a certain kind of Magick, will not 
yet be perſwaded, that there is any 
Contract with the Devil; we ſhall en- 
deayour to prove . that there are 
Leagues and Covenants made betwixt 
wicked perſons and the Devil. 

1. Theword Chabor, which 1s an 
Inchanter, ſignifies one joyned to 
another in League and Society ; now 
we cannot ſuppoſe this League ta be . 
with any other than the Prince of 
Darkneſs, who Cooperates with theſe | 
his Vaſtals, intheir black and ungod- 
ly Actions. _ OKs 

2. From the Confeſtions of ſome of 
' theſe miſerable Creatures, may te 

En confirmed 
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confirmed what we here go about to 
Demonſtrate. One Cyprian ( whether 
the Ancient Father, or ſome other I 
am not certain ) avouches it from his 
own experience, who was himſelf 
once enfnared in an actual and expli- 
cit Obligation with this black Angel ; 
but . afterward through Gods mercy, 
was unlooſed from thoſe deſtructive 
Ties. So that as his Experience in the 
practice of Magick, rendred him a 
ſufficient Witneſs, his Converſion to 
Chriſtian Principles ſhould engage 
us to Credit what he ſays, to be - 
_unfeigned. 

And laſtly, the privy marks and 
brands of the Beaſt, found in ſeveral 
parts of Witches bodies do confirm it; 
as alſo the very Copies of the Bonds, 
wherein Witcttes have confirmed their 
League and Familiarity with their 
Lord and Maſter, of fuch an one 
ſpeaketh Mr.. Fox, where the Bond 
was thrown amongſt an Aſſembly ga- 
thered together in Prayyr and _—_ 
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for the Deliverance of a Young-Man . 
_ thus engaged to Satay. But it may be 
objected, that ſuch Leagues and Con-. 
tratts are not needful, foraſmuch as 
the renouncing, of God , and giving: 
ones ſelf over to work uncleanneſs 
with greedineſs, is an implicit Cove- 
. nant with theDevil;and that therefore 
no ſuch expreſs Ceremonies are ne- 
*_ ceſlary, for the Holy Scriptures ſay, 
That his Servant a man iT whoſe work 
he doeth, whether of unrighteouſneſs PLE 
toe Death, or of Righteouſneſs unto 
| Salvation. To this I anſwer, that 
the Devil, who hascever ſince his 
Fall from his glorious Dignity into 
the Regions and power of Darkneſs, 
and Confuſion, made it his buſineſs 
to bring Mankind into the fame State 
of Damnation; agd: in that he could 
not violate the moſt Sacred Deity in 
his own nature,” he has gone about to 
deface his Image engraven in the Soul 
of man ; does delight to imitate God, 
yet ſo as thereby to oppoſe him: ſo 
| that 
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that as God makes a Covenant 
with his, fo will the Devil with his; 
as God hath his Seal of Covenant, fo 
will the Devil have his mark ; asGod 
confirmeth his by Blood, ſo will the 
Devil have blood to ratifie the Cove- 
nant, which he and his do make. 
Hence the Learned have obſerved, 
| thatin the times of ignorance, when 
| the Devil had Dominion in the world, 
' and through Gods permiſſion led Cap- 
tive mens minds 1n the dark mazes, 
and Mzanders of Superſtition and 
Idolatry ; thoſe Devil-Idols in their 
names, - had ſome reſemblance to the 
Divineattributes ; and alfo moſt of the 
Rites and Ceremonies uſed in the So- 
lemnities of thoſe Pagaz gods, were 
. in ſome meaſure (though not obvigus 
. to each capacity ) conformable to the 
Drvige Inſtitutions injoyned to his 

- people the * qr m2 i 
A ſecond reaſon of ſuch Cpntract 
may be, thereby to aggravate the ſins. 
. of Witches, . and thereby to engage 
| them 
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them deeplier to do him Service. For - 
having led them 'on beyond hopes of 
merey't though that, as thereſt of his 
principles,be but a Fallacy” they will be 
. apt to wallow inall manner of Beaſtial 
and Senſual delights,and without con- 
| ſideration . plunge thernſelves into a 
deſperate contuſion ; which conceir 
is increaſed and confirmed in them, 
when they remember how\they have 
renounced God, and given themſelves 
to the Devil ; who by this means holds 
"them faſt, and animates them to ruſh 
on, asa Horſe intothe Battel, to their 
utter-ruin and deftruction. | 
And though it is ſadly apparent to 
all thoſe, not wholly given over to a. 
reprobate ſenſe, ' that this malicious 
enemy of our Souls, -goes about ſeek- 
ing all opportunities to hurt us; yer 
fo ſadly are theſe poor Creatures itu- 
pified, that they do, Fe/tinanti Equo 
calcaria adhibere , lay-an obligation 
upon him that is ready at any time to 
attend them. Henec'is it that they 
| need 
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need not mueh ſoliciting to a Con- 
tract, foraſmuch as they think there- 
by to ſecurethemſelves of his Service, 
and have him always ready to proſe- 
cute their commands. This 1s that 
which diſpoſes them to the reception 
of ſuch agreements, giving them ( as 
they fondly conceit ) Superiority over 
that mighty Spirit that rules in dark- 
neſs, though on the Devils part it ex- 
tends no further, than to a ſhort com- 
pliance with their humours in order to 
. his detaining them from works of re- 
pentance,anda retroſpettion into their 
own wicked and wretched con» 
dition. TV 

Now although upon conſideration 
of the infinite loſs accruing'to men 
ftromſuchaCtions, it may ſeem ſtrange 
nay almoſt incredible, that they ſhould 
be wheedled into ſuch pernicious ex- 
travagancies; yet it we have. reſpect 
ro the lamentable propenſion. of hu- 
mane nature, to that which is con- 
trary to the heavenly Injunctions; and 
to 
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to the ſinful follies proceeding from: | 
ſuch propenſion, it may be ſufficient 
Demonſtration to enforce us: believe 
this aſſertion; - that thereare ſuch per» 
ſons as ( beſides that indirect and un- 
willing Homage which is paidever 
ſince the loſs of integrity) do tie them- 
ſelves in Spontaneous Indenturesto the 
grand Maſter of Confuſion. = 
No wonder then if the Devil catch 
thoſe that greedily come unto his bait, 
ſince his Wiles and Devices are ; oft 

. too powerful over the moſt, Righteous 
and holy ; does he-not- many - times 
lie at lurch, and enſnare! thoſe, who 
make it their buſineſs to watch;a- 
oainfſt, him, and if he. dares come 
into the moſt Sacred, places of Deyo- 
tion and Piety, to moleſt,' no wonder 
if he Domineers amongſt ſuch Debau- 
cheries and impiety as is uſually found 
ih theſe Covenanters, who are ſuch as 
are involved and ſwallowed up in 

. Earthly, thoughts and. Meditations, 
having, loſt the Senſe and Knowledge 
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of Divine - Myſteries ; being given 0- 
ver of God unto Satays Temptation. 
How can they then reſiſt 7 Man is 
weak; Satan is ſtrong and ſubtle, of 
great experience in ſerching out and 
prying into the ſeveral humours and 


- inclinations of men, and by his great. 


Skill-enabled-to make his approaches 
to 'em in ſuch a manner, as is moſt 
agreeable to their humours. | 
He can inſinuate himſelf into their 
verythoughts, filling them with Con- 
ceits and high Traaginations; making 
them grow exceflively Proud, Luxu- 
rious, and* Ambitious , defirous of 
vain knewledge; tickling them with 


Pride of having Spirits at their beck, 


to tell themftrange and curious things; 
acquaint 'them - with- the nature of 
Diſeaſes; ' and. work miraculous and 
unuſual Feats, not pradticable by 
others ; as'alfo to ſupply them with 
what 1s ſatisfi&ory and pleaſant to 


* y 


- their unruly exorbitant Paiſions. 


- , There sone thing eſpecially,which | 


has 
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over to the Devil; that is, the deſire 
of revenge. . Many Examples may. be 
had in Authors of this -kind ; where- 
tore I thought it needleſs to trouble 


| my ſelf abour ſetting them down. 


No wonder then if ſuch diſorderly, 
violent, inconſiderate-perſons, ſo gree- 
dy ofattaining their ends, ſo wholly 
eſtranged fjpm all goodneſs ( asthete 
who are the ſubject of our Diſcourſe 
uſually are. } ſhould ſeek for means to 
theDevil,to enjoy their inordinate-de- 
ſires, as regarding more. the ſatisiacti- 


on of their preſent will,then reſpecting 


their future ſtate aiter death.  .. 
All theſe things duly conſidered, 
itis not ſtrange to think, that-a man 
or woman..may be ſo ſeduced as to 
revolt from God, and make a Solemn 
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Covenant. with his, and their utter 
and, profelt enemy. .- 
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has cauſed many to give themſelves - 
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C HA P. VIII. 


That beſides the forementioned open 

and expreſs League, there are cer- 

tain pradtices. uſed by Witches , 
which. imply a Compatt without any 
form of words. 


Hough the prac. es of thoſe 
miſerable Caitifs, who do, cox- 
ceptis verbis- jurare, to fight the De- 
vils Battels, be fo abominable, that 
no man, not'wholly deſtitute of grace, 
but abhors them ; yet there are ano- 
ther ſort;not lookt upon with fo much 
deteſtation ,'. which ought 'to'. be as 
much'detefted, as I/ing under an equal 
pr=flure'of Guilt with the former. 'I 
-mean - ſuch as not being in- a&tua 
League with Satan, \ perform fuc 
acts of Witchery , as Jin a cavert| 
manner imply a League, and Homage 
due to their Black Maſter. 
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Theſe are ſuch as we uſually call 
White Witches ; a ſort of Sots who 
being GulPd, andhaving their under- 
ſtandings Debauch'd by Superſtition, 
do evil that good may come of it, 
that is, uſe Charms, Spells and Incan- 
tations (_ all which are of no force. 
without the Cooperation of the De- 
y1il ) to remove Diſtempers, and dq 
certain Feats in ſome meaſure uſeful 
to Mankind, yet of pernicious con- 
ſequence:to themſelves. | 
It may be objected, that *tis not 
probable the Devil will attend thoſe 
his immediate Servants without ſome 
ſecurity, that they ſhall continue his. 
To this I anſwer, that they being 
ſomething queaſie, and not able alto- 
gether to reliſh. the open Blaſphemy, 
and Impiety the others run into; he 
is contented to deal with them atrer 
another minner,and{o lets the.n think 


rt themſelves. looſe, whereby ue holds 


them the cloſer to him. He lets them 
makea ſhew of Religion,go toCharch, 
D 3 hear 
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Hear the Word, ind otherwiſe imploy 
themſelves about feeming good things. 


And 'tis indeed a main Policy. in the 


Myſtery of iniquity, to appear in 
teigned Colours. 

For if a man or woman delight to 
ufe Superſtitious Forms of words, and 
think there is a ſecret power, and 
force in Herbs, Minerals, or the like ; 
and in uſing them, defireth in heart 
to have the thing effeRted ; the Devil 
( who is ready to ſeize his prey upon 
any occaſion): to comply with them, 
ſeconds their Defigns with ſucceſs : 
and fo there is a fecret Compact, tor 
they have deſired, and he hath con- 


ſented, and wrought the Buſineſs | 


t00. | 
Therefore thoſe that do ſuch tings 
are in a kind of League with the De- 
vil, though ignorantly they think 
otherwiſe; and as thoſe which in 
Chriiis name Catt out Devils, though 
they openly followed not Chriſt, yet 
finding ſuccels in their attempts, were 
wh not 
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not againſt Chriſt, nor likely could 
ſpeak 1il of his power, by reaſon of 
their Secret and implicit Faith, and 
Covenant with Chriſt : ſo theſe kind 
of perſons finding their praCtices fuc- 
cesful, are not againſt Satan, nor can 
lightly ſpeak ill of his working pow- 
er, becauſe of the ſecret and implicit 
League they have with him ; more 
eſpecially, becauſe of the profit, they 
find inſuing to them thereby. And-fo 
he reſts ſatisfied with this thought of 
them, | that they will be ſurely his, 
becauſe they are not againft him; as 
alfo he lets them pleaſe themſelves 


with hopes of Gods mercy. For that 


in thus doing, they ſuppoſe they fin 
not, nor are in danger of the Devil, 
nor under Gods wrath, as are the 
others, who are profeſt anddirect Vo- 
taries of the Black Saint that rules in 
the Children of Difotedience. 
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CE 


CHAP. 1. 


The reaſons and grounds of Witch- 
craft further Debated an. 


8 Hat there are Witches, Sorce- 
roy rers, aud ſuch like, may be 
obſerved from what hath been. aid in 
the former Chapters ; alſo that there 
are Leagues and Qbligations, both' ex- 
preſs and tacit; now for a further 
confirmation, let us a little obſerve, 
what Force or Efficacy there lies in 
natural things. | 
That which Philoſophers affirm of 

Nature, how ſhe abhors a Yaguum, 
may well mind us of the wonderful 
Connexion, and {tri Ties wherewith 
the things of this viſible world arc 
linkt together among{t themſelves , 
and the iccrct relation that 3s bctwixt 
. *theſe and the intelleQual world, 'and 

"of this cam Archetypo, This being 
| obſerved 
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obſerved by the AZgyptians, they cal- 


led Nature Magick, by reaſon of the 
Efficacy it has, #n attrattu (imilium 
per  ſimilia, - &© convenientium per 
convententia. © 
This Attraction, or mutual Cohe- 
rence of Superior with inferior things, 
the Grectans call ovuralet, which we. 
have Engliſhed Sympathy. . So the 
Earth ( to explainit”) agrees with the 
Water in that'they are both alike cold; 
the Water with the Air in moiſture; 
the Air with the Fire 1n hear ; - the 
Fire with the Heavens' in purity of 
ſubſtance. Nor is the Fire joyned with 
the Water but by. the Air; nor the 
Air with Earth, but by the Water : 
Stones and Mettals have quid com- 


 mune with Herbs and Plants, theſe 


with Animals, Animals with the 
Heavens, the Heavens with Intelli- 
gences, theſe with the Divine Attri- 
butes, and with God himſelf, . by 
whoſe Image or ſimilitude all things 
are made. h 

| The : 
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The Univerſe is the Image of God, 
Man the extra& or Epitome of the 
Univerſe, ſenſitive Creatures of Man, 
vegetatives of fſenſitives. Again, 
Plants agree with Brutes in vegeta- 
tion ; 'Brutes with Man in that they 
are both ſenſitive; Man with Angels 
in Intellecuals; Angels participate 
of Immortality. Divinity infuſes it 
telt into the mind, the Mind is com- 
municated to the Intelle&, the Intel- 
let tothe Will, the Will to the Ima- 
ination, this to Common ſenſe, Com- 
morn fenſe to the Senſes in particular, 
and rhe Senſes to the things ſenfible ; 
and fuch is the Coherency of eNature, 
that every Superior power Commu- 
nicates it telf ro the inferior, by a-con- 
tinued Series of Mediums ; andevery 
interior being participates of the high- 
eſt, by being linckt to the middle 
Beings. So that, as things being diſpo- 
ſed into ſo wenderjul Order, into a 
capacity and poſſibility of effe&ting 
many tl:ings ſo remote, and unuſual 
: r0 
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towhat commonly happens, ſhould 
Teach us to be cautioushow we aſcribe 
whatever 1s ſomething ſtrange, to 
Witches and Magical operations ; So 
it may confirm us, that what 1s re-- 
lated concerning the Practices of theſe 
wicked people, is nothing but what 
is credible enough to be brought to 
paſs, conſidering the great power of 
theſe Spirits, and the promptitude of 
Nature to ſtrange etfects. 5 
For 'tis the Opinion of Cornelius 
Agrippa, that Spirits are eaſily indu- 
ced to obey the Dictates of Witches 
and Wizards, when they make uſe of 
Charms and Incantations. 'To which 
alludes Virgil, where wo 


Carmina vel Celo poſſant deducere 
Lunam. * / 


No marvel then if the Devil infinu- 
ate, and twift his power into the 
operations 'of Nature, - when he.1s 
ſought unto, who 1s ready enough to 

PE op dance - 
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. dance aftendance, though not de-_ 
fired. | | | 

Magicians affirm, that with certain 
ingredients, having a Sympathy with 
ne things, rightly diſpoſed 
debitis circumſtantijs,. partim Phyſice, 
 partim: Aſtronomice, Devils may be 
drawn to have Commerce'with men. 
Which is alſo: the opinion of /am#i- 
chus, Proclus and Syneftus, and of the 
whole Platonick School. And Mer- 
curius Trismegiſtus tells, that an Image 
made up of ſome certain things pecu- 
larly Goalterins to' ſuch a Spirit 
( they have names for them too ) has 
been actuated by ſome Dzmon to per- 
form moſt actions of the Animal lite, 
as to Walk, Fat, Drink, &c. St. Au- 
guſt ine affirms the ſame 7n libro oftavo 
de Civitate Dez. 

A ſtone which is found in the eye 
ofan Hyena,holdenunder the Tongue 
\ confers the facalty of Divination,” The 
ſtone calied S2/enires does the ſame. 
The ſtone Synochiris will hole a Spi- 
| | rit 
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rit raiſed up, ſo that he cannot depart 

till Licence from the Magician. Xan- 
thus the Hiſtorian tells of a young 
Dragon, that was reſtored to Lite 
by a certain Herb applyed to him by 
the Old one; and that the faid Herb 
wrought the like Cure upon one 77/0. 
And Juba tells likewiſe of another 
man in Arad4:a, that was reſtored to 
Life by the Efficacy of Herbs. It is 
to be obſerved, that it is not'my De- 
ſign to aſcribe every thing that hap- 
pens preter vulgaria, to the workin 

of the Devil and his Miniſters, ſince 
Nature is ſo prevalent as to ſhew Mi- 
' racles.: but to inculcateto my Reader, 
that ſince Nature is fo ſtrong of it s 
ſelf, the Votaries of Sata» may play 
ſuch Feats, as makes them both ad- - 
mired and feared; being aided by 
him, who has tor many Thouſand 


years made Remarks, and ColleQed':” | 


the Experiments of this ſo Self-power- 
. ful Nature. Ig 
Hence have Witches power to hurt 


'_ not 
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not only in outward Goods, or in our 
Bodies ; but they can work alterations 
in the' Mind too, by Spells, Medi- 
cines, and Fumigations ; ſtir up to 


Love, Hatred, Mirth, Sorrow , vex_ 


ro Madneſs it ſelf. Many inſtances 
 . might be brought to confirm what I 
ſay, but I think it needleſs to pro- 


duce Examples : I ſhall therefore on- - 
ly endeavour to ſpeak ſomething of. 


the manner how the Devil, at the 
Initigation of Witches, enters into 
the Bodies of men or women, and 


of the Symptoms -uſually. attending - 


. the Polleft. ..:.....- 

Firſt then for the manner. The De- 
vil is wont before he enter into a 
man, to appear to him in ſome Fright- 
ful, Deformed Shape, uttering ſome 
{trange and <dar- of Fn . where- 


by he cmpoſes the mind. of the 


mano whom he appears, and diſturbs 
| his reaſon, working a Confuſion and 


_ © Diforderin his IntelteQtuals ; andafter 


having ſo done, enters into tHE Sou}, 
| 2 now 
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now madea Chaos fit tor the Reception 
of him who is tle grand Authgr” of 
Irregularity. This he. moſt what 
does in the Night, or in Dark, Shady 2 
- | places,frightful by reaſon of their hor- | 
rid ſolitarineſs. | PT 

He enters into the Poſleſt thorough 
the Noſe, or Mouth, or Ears, like a 
thin ſabtle Wind ,- or a Mouſe, or 
ſome ſuch little Animal ; ſometimes 
in their ſleep, producing in theirTma- 
gination terrible Dreams; and ſo con- 
tinuing thoſe Deviliſh Phanfies in 
 |them, when the Vitals gre Diſentang- 
led from the Bonds of ſleep, ſometimes 
his Entrance is accompanied with a 
Chilneſs, and ſtupifying Cold through 
the whole Body. 3 

The eftefts which unclean Spirits 
produce in theſe Demozzacks, are noted 
. |unto'us by Holy Writ ; which are as 

follows, I 

They ſometimes make them Obſti- - 
nate and Diſobedient,, backward to - _ | 
all that is good, and very deſirous of 

BE doing 


(5s) 
evil ſtirs them up to hate; as appears 
by Saul in the Firſt Book of Kings. 
Jens 18. who continued obſtinate in 
perſecuting innocerit David, all the 
days of his life. | 
Sometimes they make them Luna- 
tick, as in Matthew 17. he did his 
ſon, who came and proſtrated himſelf 
to our Bleſſed Saviour, ſaying, Lord 
have mercy on my Son, for he is Lus 
natick, | 
_. Some are made Dumb, as appears 
from the 8:h. Chaf? of St. Matthews 
Goſpel, where'*tis'mentioned how one 
ſpoke to our Saviour, ſaying, Maſter, 
1 have brought my Son wy thee, who 
. 3s poſſeſt with a Dumb Spit ; as like- 
wiſe from St. Luke, Chap. 11. others 
they deprive. of Sight, as Mat. Chap. 
12. others are Torn and Tortured in 
their Bodies, and Pine away ; are 
brought into Fury, ſo as to fall-vio- 


lently upon any they can come to: | 


ſome are ſtrack with Infirmities un- 


curable | . 


doing Miſchief to them, whom the 
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able by .any Natural means, and 
of this fort was that Woman, held 
with a Spirit of Infirmity. Eighteen 


1 | years, healed by the Great Phyſician 


of our "Souls, Chrift-Feſus. Lake 
Chafh 13. 3+ + % 
Thus may be obſerved, both from * 
Sacred and Profane. Authors, the fre-. 
quent and lamentable: Miſchiefs in- 
flicted upon poor Man by the Devil, 
both in entring into and poſſeſſing 
their Bodies, as theſe before alledged; 
and in the external :Afſſaults made up- 
on their Temporal goods, of whictr 
the Hiſtory of Fob is a ſufficient Teſti- 
mony :. as alſo by his mediate practi- 
ces, performed by: his Vaſlals the 
Votaries afore-mentioned ; whom, ins. 
deed, he [more frequently imploys 
to execute his. fierce Wrath upon Men. 
What power theſe have\todo Miſchief, 
Thdore tells us in 1ib.\8. Etymulogis 
arum. Cap. 9g. where he\fays, Malefici 


:| dicuntur 0b Facinorum, riggnitudinem. 


#1i Elementa' concatiunt ,;'mentes. ho- 
| & minan . 
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minum turbant,' & fine "ulo' venent 


hauft#, violentid tantum Carmints ani«' 


mas interimunt. 


dt 
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CH ap. X. 


S 


The Signs whereby one may Diſcover 


* whether a Party be Poſſeſt or Be- 


.* witched. 


WF: Hat wieked Spirits have power 
to vex-and diſturb men, we 
have proved before by divers Exam- 
ples; - as *alfo Curſorily ſhown the 
manner and moſt notable effects of 
fuch Pra&ices :-I now intend to ſay 
fomething of the Symptoms,” where- 


by it may be known whether the | 


diſtreſſles wherewith 'a'- perſon 1s 
Afﬀflicted, ovight or can be aſcribed to 
Natural Caufes, or proceed from the 
Supernatural Operations of the Devil 

and his Mimifters. 24d 
© Theſe Supernatural Operations are 


Sk = reducible | 
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reducible to two Heats; either”* Fe 


the immediate working of Satan, Fon | 


to the mediate of Witches. 

For the firſt, as it'js viſt, 
is it the more diſcernable when ck 
pens, the Parties this by 
Tormented with ſych Pitoxyſmns, an 


violent ' motions in their en as 
d'! 


cannot bur give' us-t0, underſta 
what is the Lord of that 'Miſrule; © 
thoſe ſtapendous Gambols. As tothe 
Secand ; | Thoſe Perturbations, and 
Miſchief occaſioned by Witchcraft, 
are not fo pemicious, as being more 
twiſted and afſimulated fo natural ef- 
feats. Hence many Diſeaſes and Ca- 
lamities; which do gwe their Origi- 
nal really, and truly to the Imp piety 


and Revengeful Drier "9 
Witches, 4te miſtaken ro be nohig | 


but the "Diſorder of the' Natural h 
mours of the Body, or the Caſualties 
of Fortune; or rather Ctrofles deſigned 
to betall, by foreſecirig] Fate. 
- But to- go 'oh wkh our intended 
E'3* Diſcourſe 
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(6. ) 
Diſcourſe. ; when Learned Phyſicians 
find no-probable reaſon or Natural 
EL of ſuch Grief, Pangs, and vio- 
lent Vexations as the . Patient . does 
Ws, it may: lawfully be Concluded 
that the ek Finger 1s there. Per- 
fons Bewitched have ſometimes a 
reat ſwelling and heaving inthe Bel- 
y; thence paſſing to the Throat, ready 
to ſtop their Breath ;-{et. their Teeth 
toget er, ſhake ſometimes the Leg, 
ſometimes the Arm, ſometimes their 
Head ; will hold their Arms orLegs 
Riff, that they cannot be bowed. 
AS alſo when no Rules of Art or 
Experience can do good, but that the 
Dilcaſe grows worle thereby. 

-When the . Diſtreſſed " Vomit up 
Crooked Pins ,- Iron, Coales, Brim- 
ſtone, Nails; Needles, Wax, lumps 
'of Hair, Kaives, and ſuch like, which 
are Noted. to come: from. ſeveral per- 
ſons, as Witneſſeth one Doftor Cotta, 
"and produces Witneſſes for the ſame; 
fo Delrio, [b, 3.par. 1.queſt. 4; Sett. 
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_ Other Symptoms I find ſet down. 

by Hieronymus Mengus in a Treatiſe -_ 
called Fuſtis -Damonum, . lib. 1. cap. © 
12. Potifſima ( inquit ) figna demon- 
ſtrantia hominem eſſe maleficiatum, ſunt 
cordis, © oris Stomachalis couſtriftio. 
Aliqui puntturas in corde ſentiant, ac- 
fi a:ubus pungerentur, quibuſdam cor ezs 
corrodi wvidetur; alij in colls & reni- 
bus magnum dolorem ſentiunt : aliqui> 
bus ligata eſt vena generatianis. Quidam. 
ex indiſpofitione ſtomachi, quicquid ad 
ſuſtentationem comedunt'vel bibunt, per 
vomitum"emittunt. Aliquibus ventus 
frigidiſſimus *,'- tanquam flamma, per 
jen AK Theſe being (he 
moſt remarkable Signs, I ſhall not 
trouble my ſelf, or my Gentle Readers 
Patience with Inſerting what Delrio, 
Boiſſardus ,, Cornelius Agrippa, and 
other Learned Authors fay in this mat- 
ter; whet I have here ſaid being ( as 
I ſuppoſe ) ſufficient. - F350 
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That Witches zre not to be fought unto. 


.. The Conclufton of the whole work. 


T Hough. ſome: have made uſe of 
- . that common Diſtin&tion of 
good Witches and bad, to encourage 
themſelves, .and make ſome pretences 
for their recourſe to thoſe . unlawful 
means, yet. therein they .do. but de- 
ceive themſelves ; foraſmuch. as all 
ſorts of Witchcraft and. Divination 
ate forbidden by the. Holy Scriptures. 
- Jt:is expreſly forbidden, Levi. 19. 31, 
and in Sax/we have an Example here- 
of, who added to- his fin of Diſo- 
bedience, that. of enquiring. at one 
that had a Familiar'Spirit ;, yet the 
profit he received was'( bug what 1s 
gotten by ſuch as forfake the only true 
God, and run after lies? ) the know- 
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ledge of his own and his ſons De 
ſtruction, 


Learned} ' 


"| if he pleaſe, | | 


* C9 | 
- Learned fie of all forts, general- 
ity condemin-this running to Wizards, 
as St. Auguſtine in libro 10 de Croit. 
Dez ; King Fames in his Demon, ib. 
3. cap. 5, St. Bafil, St. Chryſoſtome'; 
nay Hippocrates an Heathen; ſome 


| Schoolmen hold it to be an Apoſtaſie, 


as Aquinas, Bonaventure, Albertus, 
and the Edias of Emperours, and alt 
Learned Divines in our days hold it 
unlawfull ; 'the Dead by Writing, and 
the Living Yiv4 voce in their Ser- 
mons: Ga PN. s | es 
2Nor isitat all confiftent with reaſon, 
to aſſert the Lawfulneſs of enquiring 
of ' Witches ,* or uſitts, of Necronman- 
cers.. Fort -God who by his Eternal 
Wiſdom cteated the Work at firſt, 


does ſtill-by his power preſerve the 


works of his Creation , - and provides 
for every man, according to that ſta- 
tion wherein he ſees it convenient ta 
ſer him; he has given him ſuch' op- 
portunites, as to make himfelf happy 


E 4. Has 


*% a a EMS.” , 
bd £ 4 Po * £ 
Ty ts 4 
F þ 

. 


= Lb 
= « "I RT "= 47 
% * - 

. vl 


+ Hasraughthim to limit his AﬀeRi- | 


ons and Appetites , 'and, mark. unto 
" him the Race wherein | he is to Pper- 
farm his Courſe; and ſo:ordered, that 
the Reitraints are void of all unſweet- 
neſs,: and that a; man is never'more a 
Captive, than when he- lets himſelf 
looſe. to Carnal Delights. . . So' that 
2 maninuſing the ſaid Practices, does 
ipſo fatto decjare himſelf; a Rebel 
againſt the King of Heaven, Nor is 
this eyer. put in practice, but by ſuch 
as have given themſelves over to-the 
things of this World... Will: any man 
ſeek tor Reyenge againſt thoſe have 
 Cilpleaſed him, ar the Devils Inftru- 
meats ; that remembers who it 15 com» 
mands us to forgive one another. our 
Treſpaſſes? , or, inquire | of what is to 
come, that belieyes we ought not be 
ſolicitous for the Morrow 2, .;. 
The\Arguments brought for the 
Lawtuylneſs/of Conſulting -with ſuch 
as haye Familiar Spirits, are ſo weak 
and frivolous, that I ſhall not trouble 
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my ſelf to anſwer them, but only. de- 
fire my Reader to take Notice, that 
this Diſcourſe was Writ for no other 
purpoſe,thawtoContute ſome Atheiſti- 
cal perſons, who under the maintain- 

ing of that Poſition, That thereare no 
Witches, Mask their difowning of all 
Spiritual Beings ; and by conſequence 
would take away all Religion, and 
Worſhip of a Deity out of the world, 
whereby they might the better deceive 
their own Souls, and run on in all Sen- 
ſual and Brutiſh pleaſures. | 
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The End of the Firſt Part. 
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A Diſcourſe. concern- 


: ing Aſtrology , - 4 


CCHAKKL 
Of the Original thereof, | 
4 —Hat Aſtrology which 


SWEAT SZH in our days by its 
TS being mixt with ſo 
7 many Superſtitious 
SUGARS Fo peries, is become 
SF ſuſpicious and al- 
nt "moſt Ridiculons', 
was at the firſt a thing of great Va- 
lue, and worthy of the greateſt con- 
fideration, may be concluded from 
the acceptance it found with the moſt 
Famous: men in the very Infancy, of 
the .World; we may aſcertain 'our 
Neon n ſelves; 


zl G 
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_ ſelves, that it was in uſe before 
the Deluge, from Genefs 18, where | 
"tis ſaid that Noah eenterd the Ark-orr 
the ſeventeenth day of the- ſecond 

_ Month, and came out again ( the- | 
Waters being gone fromthe face of | 
the. Earth ) upon the 27#h. day of 
the ſecond Month, in the year fol- 
lowing. Thar it is of great Antiquity 
cannot-be denied, but who was the 
firſt Author of it is uncertain: yet 
its Credible that it begun. as,,4dam, 
and was continued by his ſon Serhy 
and Communicated: to. Pofterity-z.4n 
reference to which, Opinion, is the 
gtory of Seth's Pillars; whieh Pillars 
were-made ( by reaſon of what they 
had heard from 'Agdam, (viz.) that 
the World ſhould. be \ Twice de- 
ſtrayed, once; by. Water, and after- 
wards:by Fire). to,preſerve the Scien- 
ces.to. them that, were to repleniſh the 
Earth after the Deluge, One of which 
Pillars was rewaiging in Telephas bus 
time, as himſelf Teſtifies, in 77h. Antiq.. , 

cap. 
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cap. i 7. Mirud mui dxeurt So a - | 


rat Evedhs, But whether this of the 


- | Pillars be Fabulous or no, it matters 


not; it is probable enough that "it 
was found by the Ancients; before 
the Floud 5 whoſe Lives: uſually EX 
tended to ſome Hundreds of” years, 
a thing very requiſite tathe perte&ion.. 
of Aftrology ; nor was 1t (© con- 
ſidered in 1ts purity ) a Study unbe- 
ſeeming thoſe Noble Spirits. | In fa- 
vour of this Opinion may be alledged 
that of Foſephus in cap. 7. {ib. 1, that 
Enoch left a Treatiſe of Aſtrology, or 
( Aſtrology being taken after the 
Modern dittin&ion ) of Aſtronomy ; 
which Treatife is yet extant in t 
Kingdom of the Queen of Sheba. 7er- 
tullian quotes it in the 4th. .and 15th. 
Books de 1dololatria, and inthe Book 
De habitu muliebri. cap. 3}. where he 
rovesby many Argyments,that thoſe 
ooks are not ſpurious; and anſwers 
the ObXctions that may be brovght 
againft it.” ” Now although the Teſti- | 
F- ws,” | mony 
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 mony-.of ſo Learned a man as Tertul- 
lian, may ſtop the Mouths of all ſuch 
as out of Sceptical humour may doubt 
the. verity ot what has been ſaid ;.yet 
conſidering the great propenſion of 
ſome in our days, to overthrow what 
ever ſound Doctrine has been Taught 
by the Seniors, aſwell in Knowledge 
as in years, I ſhall endeavour to prove 
the Antiquity of this moſt Noble Sci- 
\ ence by force of reaſon. Sh 

.1, ”Tis not to be doubted that Adam, 
both by reafon of his Converſe with 
Angels, and his great inſight into the 
Intellectual world ; as alfo by his 
great knowledge of this viſible worl1, 
- which render'd him capable of diſtin- 
guiſhing things, and'giving a name 
ſutable to the Nature of each thing ; 
could underſtand the Nature of the 


Heavens, and thoſe ſplendid-Bodies 


there placed. So that if the Beauries 
of thoſe Czleſtial Bodies, were Created 
to be ſubſervient and ſignificant..to 

the Microcofin, it.is moſt crPfat 
"ET | rd 


( 73 ) | 
the firſt Father of Mankind, | under- 
ſtood it. ' » robs ee Lands 
2. The Wiſe and ever-True God, 
who has made every thing good, and 
made nothing that was not to be of 
ſome uſe toman, did certainly never 
deſign that Glorious and Refplendent 
oy ofthe World, to be tor a Gazing- 
ock only, and not have operation or 


influence in the Univerſe ; but to be. 


a general Moderator, - and Govenor 
of the moſt material Aftions of Mor- 
tal Bodies ; as he has reſerved to him» 
ſelf the diſpoſing of that pure ſubſtance 
Mans Soul. And ſuch was his love 
to Mankind, that he would Teach a 
way whereby they might recover part 
of that Knowledge was loſt in the 
firſt Mans Fall and Diſobedieqce. And 
ſo that they might not be altogether 
involved in Darkneſs, and obſcurity of 
what was to come, he Taught them 


to Read in that Great Volume, the | 


Chief Contingencies of their Lite. 
That what I ſay, is probable, and 
| __ F 


not 
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fot an Idle Whimſy of forme Melan- 
cholick Brain, 1s. Manifeſt from the 
common FE ne of Learned Men 


amons the Fews, Greeks, and Latirnes, 


and others, whoſcall 'the Heavens a | 


Sacred Book, whetein'by thoſe Capi- 
ral Letters {the Stars) may be readihie 
Events of things below. The Learned 
Origen , upon this iplace of Genefts , 
Et erunt in figna, Aﬀirms, that the 
Stars were placed in this Order in 
the Heavens for no other end, but to 
fhew, by their diverſe Aſpets and 
Figures, whatever is to'happen while 
the World indures, afwel} 'in general 
as in particular ; yet not fo, as thar 
they were the Caufes of all theſe 
things : never any ſuch thing came 
into the Thoughts, much. leſs into 
the Writings of this Learned Man. 
 Foras the Prophecies that are Written 

in Books, 'are not the Cauſes inf rag 
Events, which they foretel ſhall hap- 


pen, but only the Signs; fo may the 
Heavens be ( ſays he ) very my 
Ca 


/ ; 
called a Book, wherein God hath © © 
Written, af that is, hath been, and _ 
hereafter ſhall be.. And for Confir- 
mation Cites a Paflape out ofa Book 
. Calted, Narratio Joſeph, wherein the 
Patriarch Facob, giving his Bleſſing 
to all his Children, upon his Death- 
bed, fays, Legi in Tabalis Celi, que» 
cungz contingent vobis & Pilijs waltris : 
whence the fame Origen concludes 
on this Queſtion, 7/rrum Stelle aliquid 
agant 2 That ſome Myſteries may be 
aſſuredly. Read in the Heavens; by 
| reaſon that the Stars are diſpoſed and 
Ordered there in the Form of Cha- 
raters. Falius Syrenus has underta- 
ken the Defence of this Do&rine, and 
holds it a moſt faie and true Opinion. 
St. Auguſtine [1b. 2. contra Maniche- 
os, cap. 2. has this Expreſſion ; Neg; 
z# lis corporibus Celeftibus hic latere 
poſſe Cogitationes credendum eft,, quem- 
admodum in his corporibus latent ; fed 
freut nounulli motus anuimorum apparent 
in Yults, © maxime in ocutis,” fic" ih 
$a F 2 la 
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#1a perſpicuitate ac fimplicitate Caleſti- 
Aum corporum, onnes motus animz latere 
_ arbitror. All the Platonifts ina man- 
ner were likewiſe of the ſame Perſua- 
ſion, and this is the reaſon that Por- 
phyrie aſſures us, that when he had re- 
ſolved to have killed himſelf, Plotinus 
who had Read his intention in the 
Stars, hindered him from doing it, 
To the ſame purpoſe is that of Or- 
pheas, | 
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"NCT —certus tuus Ordo 
Immutabilibus maxdatis , currit in 


Amongſt the Modern men , Flad 
has this expreſſion in his Apology for 
the Roſie Groſs men, n Celo( inquit) 
zuſerti & impreſſi hujuſmodi Charafe- 
res, qui non aliter ex Stellarum ordi- 
vibus conflantur, quam lines Geome- 
trice, © Literg Yulgares ex pundls, 


Superfi- 
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ſuperficies ex lineis, Corpus ex ſuper= 
fictebus. £ EE. 
Poſtellus gives us this account of 
his own Experience in this matter, 
in theſe words ; $7 d7zxero me in Celo 
vidiſſe, in ipfis Lingue Sante Cha» 
_rafteribus, ab Eſra primum publice 
expoſitis, ea omnia que ſunt in rerum 
vaturd conſtituta ; ut vidi non expli- 
cite, ſed implicite 5 vix ullus mihi 
crediderit : tamen teſtis Deus, & 
Chriſtus ejus, quia nou mentior. 

After the Deluge, and the ſcatte- 
ring abroad of the Nations through 
the whole Earth, the Study of Aſtro- 
logy was likewiſe Dilated, and be- 
come common to many Nations: 
ſo that they not only Vied one with 
another in the accurateneſs and per- 
fection of Skill, but alſo about the 
Invention of it ; every one deſiring 
to aſcribe the Invention of ſo Noble . 
a Science to their own Country : 
but *tis moſt probable, nay in a man- 
ner certain, that they of Aa, ( con- 
| OG F 3 Adidering 
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| ſidering that Adam was there made, 
and _ Noahs Arks reſted upon a 
Mountain in that part of the:world, 
from whom the Face of the whole 
Earth was Inbabited ) werethey who 
Arſt improved this Study, Nor is 
reaſonable to think that the Afrans, 
who were ſetled in a Reſidence, and 
had both Motives and Opportunities 


enough , ſhould let the Africans or 


Eaxrepzans outſlrip them in the In- 
vention of Arts, who were Cumbered 
for many years'in finding out conve- 
-nient Habitations, and 1n defending 
themſelves trom the Incurſions of thewr 
troubleſome Neighbours. 


Amongſt the A/rans the Chalde- 
ans Challenge Priority in this mater, 
_ and gloryot inſtructing other Nations 
herein, according to which is that of 


Herodotus in Euterpe: mov wiv yae, u, 


Yroune, ot, Te. Juerdng, tee * FUEERS THEY. 
Babuawriwy tuale "EMnyts Tt. C. Lone Gr 7- 
cians Learned of the Babylontans or 


and 


Chaldeans the Doftrine of the P otes, 
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rus CJ 
and of dividing the Day-into- Twelve: 
parts, Likewiſe Didorus Siculus in 
the Third Book of Antiquities, Teſti- 
fies of the Ghaldzans, that by long 
obſervation of the Courſe of the Stars, 
they found out their Nature, and 
Foretold things that were afterwards 
to come to paſs; Tully hkewiſe 7» 
primo de Divinatione; Principio 
( inquit ) Aﬀyrij, ut ab ultimis auttori- 
s repetam, propter. planitiem magnui- 
tadinemg; regionum, quas incolebant, 
cum Celum omni ex parte patens, atgqz 
apertum intuerentar, trajettion?es, mo» 
tusq; Stellarum obſervaverunt. Nor 
is it meet that we forget Abraham, a 
man ſo highly approved of by God, 
who was a Chaldezan, and the Chief 
Aſtrologer of the Eaft, of whom Be- 
roſus, as Euſebias ſays, ſpoke in this 
manner, were I 7 xg maavoudr Jingry word 
mea Kendo ms tis ngios dviigy, 1) Wi)es, t) 
Tu $6911 CuTugyse Decima wero 11/1 Dz- 
luvium generatione apud Chaldgos erat 
vir juſtus, & magnus, & Celeſtium 
| F 4 habens 


EEE 
habens experientiam. 3. e,-in the Tenth 
Generation after the Floud there was 
amongſt the Chaldzans , a Juſt and 
Great Man, one well skilFd in. the 
Heavens; which no doubt 1s meant of 
Abraham, who was ſo Famous in res 
ſpe of the great ſway he bore as a 
Nobleman ; but more eſpecially for 
his Piety, and Sober manner of 
Living, and his Miraculous and Con- 
ſpicuous Preſervation in all Dangers, 
. by the immediate hand of Providence. 
Abraham Learn'd of his Father 7hare 
or Terah, which is the Opinion of 
Philo in his Book of Nobility, where 
he Writes thus of Abraham, and his 
Father Thare, 5% Is) dtov, megofdramy, 
Yaves wiv wv Xa)Sdtes. maTEe3s NS ASegvorury, hs 
meet To, Maljnugre dan erboyrore Primas Pas 
rens Fudeorum Chaldgus erat Natione, 
Patre prognatus dedito ſyderali Scien+ 
tizp, uno ex ijs, qui circa Matheſin) 
verſarentur. Where by mregs ASegroyurt 
1s meant Z7hate the Father of Abra- 
Now 
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8) 
Now although we ought to look 
upon the Chaldeans as the Firſt and 
moſt Eminent in this Faculty, yet we 
are not to look upon them-as the ſole 
Monopoliſts of Sydereal knowledge ; 
the Ba#rians will put in for a ſhare, 
and fay, that though they,gdid not firſt 
lay down the Rules, yet they improv- 
ed them as high as any ; Witneſs their 
ſo famous Zoroaſter, who as Fuſtin 
tells us, in /ib.. primo Epitomes Trogt, 
Primus Magicas Artes dicitur inveniſſe, 


 & mundz principia, Siderumq; motus 


diligenter obſervaſſe : and was doubt- 
leſs as expert in this Reading the Starry 
Book , as the greateſt Chaldzan of 

them all. | 4 
The Agyptians Learned from the 
Aſyrians, and had the {ame conve- 
nience for the Buſineſs ; that 1s, a plain 
Champaign Country, and an Air fel- * 
dom or never Overcaſt with Clouds, 
or Vapours to. hinder the Eye trom 
Viewing the Motions of thoſe Glo- 
Hous Bodies, *Tis tne Opinion of - 
Voſs 


( 82 ) 
Poffius in his Book De quatuor arti- 
bus popularibus, That Abraham 
brought it amongſt them when he 
Travelled into that Country ; but 
however it was, they proved ſo good 
Profictents,as to invite theGre@ctans to 
come into their Schools for Inſtructi- 
*ons 1n this, and other curious Arts, 
as Theon Alexandrinus upon Aratus 
his Howe tells us, ifZarm I duni [proi] 
"Exams mod Aryuriior, & xenddioy : 1. C. 
The Greczans received theſe Arts from 
the Zgyptians and Chaldgans. And 
as Pride is ſtill Fatal to great Parts, 
the Agyptians putted up with their 
Learning began to be Ungrateful, and 
Kick at their Maſters the Chaldeans, 
they thought themſelves more Skil- 
ful, and would have the Credit of 
Invention to themſelves ; on their fide 
was Diodorus Siculus, who to make 
the Story Plauſible Affirms, that Ba- 
bylon 1s a Colony of the Afzyprians, 
firſt Planted by Bel/us the Son of 
Neptune and Lybze, who Erected a 
0 Colledg 


( 83) 
Colledp in Baby/oz, and ſer Scholars 
_ therein to Study Aſtrology , as they 
did in Egypt. Yet Diodorus Sicu- 
las is to be ſuſpeRed, as being too 
great a Favourer of the Agyprians ; 
and another thing which makes this 
Opinion Invalid 1s, that the Egyptians 
can produce no Obſervations before * 
Alexander the Great ; whereas the 
Chaldwans can prove theirs to be of 
far greater Antiquity. 

' The Arabians too were SkilFd in 
Aſtrology , as may be gathered from 
Chap. 9. verſe 9. of Job, where men- 
tion is made ot the Pleiades, Orion, 
and Ardterus. | | 

The, Arhiopians were not ignorant 
of the Stars and "their different in- 
fluences, for which they were behold- 
ing to Atlas King of Mauritania, who 
is ſaid to have Lived about the time of 
Joſeph thePatriarch,or as others,about 
the time of Moſes; and was ſo ex- 
cellent in this Study, that -the Poets 
Feigned him to bear up Hlewen with 
; his 


4). 


his Shoulders. Having Traced Aſtro- 


logy through Afa and Africa; we 


will now bear it company into Zxrope, 


and ſee, by whom it was firſt Taught. 


in this Part of the world, which is not 


inferior to the other for curious 


knowledge. | 
"Though Learning be never more 
Diſturbed and Eciypſed, than where 


a Country is embroyled in War, Mars. 


. his Dram being too obſtreperous tor 
the ſweet lays of the Muſes, yet 'tis 
obſervable that it follows the Yidor, 
and delights to fix her Seat where the 
Sword has drawn a place of Defence 
to ſecure her from theAftronts of thoſe 
that deſire to enjoy the Liberties and 
conveniences others have in Lawful 
Poſſeſſion. | | 
It was then Learning began tq flou- 
riſh in Greece, when they had by their 
Proweſs awed thoſe that before 
Lorded it over them. And thoughit 
may be obſerved, that they were-not 
alcogether ignorant 1n OI 
SE 1a 
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had ſome Glimpſes thereof at the time. 
of the Trojan War, from ZFomers 
telling ,, how Achifes his Armour . 


. | had Stars Engraven on it by Yulcan ; 


| | as alfo from the Story: of Zxdymions 
| | being Loved by the Moon, which 
| was occaſioned from his Obſervations 
concerning the Moon; as alſo Phae- _ 
thous Guiding the Chariot of the Sun, 
from the like occaſion : the Stories 
of Orion, and Perſeus, and Orpheus 
his Harp , | being made Stars, all 
which only intimate unto us, their 
Skill in the Courſe of the Stars; yet 
*twas never improved to any conſide- 
rable height till Thales. Before his 
time, they had only ſo much know- 
ledge therein, as to know the Seaſons 
of the year, and the Riſing and Set- 
ting of ſome remarkable Stars ; ſuch 
an Aſtrologer was Hefrod, and ſuch 
Plato calls & 5 emvoperTas x7! *Hovodvy, men 
ws / indued with the little Rudiments, 
and unacquainted with that accurate- 
neſs which Thales brought. in; of 
| whom 


whom Diogenes Laertius gives, this 
account in Y7ita Thaletis; 16 KN ot 
wa; apor© dorgaoyhar, xj nuaxgs iniciers, 
3h Temes Teperur, os onny Eddyacc ir Th ofts 
 ASghoyuution ifroerts 2. 6. molt are of * 
opinion that Thales was the firſt that 
Studied, Aſtrology ( un Greece ). and 
obſerved the Courſe of the. Sun, and 
Tanght the reaſon of the Eclyples, 
as. Eudemus ſays wt: his Aſtrological 
Hiſtory.  Anaximander Mileftas was 
the Scholar of Zhales ; he Taught 
that the Earth was the Center of the 
World,. and- that. ic was Round, ob- 
ſerved the Tropicks, and EquinoCti- 
als, and . Taught to know the hours 
by the ſhadow of aGnomen. Scholar | 
. to Anaximander was Anaximenes Mt- 

_ lens, who found that the Moon bor- 
rowed her Light, and that the Inter- 
poſition of the Earth betwixt. her and 

_ the Sun, was the Cauſe of her ſeveral 
Phaſes. LODPADY 
Aﬀter Anaximines, was Anixagoras 


Clazomenius, who Taught that the 
| Moon 


(v) . 
Moon had in it Hills, and Valleys 


like the Earth, 'and that it was Habi- 


| | table; that the Milky-way was made 
- | by theRefle&ion of the Sun-beams ; 
that 'Comets are'a Mats of Sparktes, 
proceeding from the Stars by reaſon 
of their Swift Motion, Colletted into 
one Body ; that the Sun was'a Round, 
| Fiery-Ball, Bigger than all + rg 

fus ; that the Heavens confilted of 
Stones, which yet do notF all, by reaſon 


ot that extraordinary *Cireamgyra- 


tion. In the ſecond year of 'the 
Seventy Eight Olympiad he foretold, 
that one of thoſe Stones ſhould Fall 
, | from Heaven, which { they ſay ') came 

j to paſs by the River ZZgos in Thrace; 
how much he was addiCted ro the 
Study of Aſtrology, may be gathered 


from this; One-asking wherefore he 


was Born, he Anſwer'd, to Contem- 
Plate. the Sun, and Moon, and the 
Heavens; to another, Rebuking him 
tor negleQing his Temporal Attairs, 
and asking him if he did not VO 

; * his 
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his Country, he ſaid, Yes Ido, (point- 
- 1ng withHhis Finger towards Heaven) 

that is my Country. TE 
© Pythagoras is accounted Chief of 
the /ralzan Set, and Taught in /zaly 
at the ſame time as Anaximenes did 
at Miletum: he is ſaid to have firſt 
, obſerved the Obliquity of-the Eclyp- 
tick; he Taught that the Earth mo» 


ved about the Sun, betwixt Mars and 


Venus. Aﬀter him was Democritus 


the A4bderite, and 14" rae Apris: 
r 


gentinus. - About the firſt year of the 
Eighty Seventh Olympiad flouriſhed 


Meton, the Son of Panthias, who 


Corrected the Calendar, and found-out 
the Circulum decennovennalem, which 
we call the Golden Number ; of whom 
Feſtius Avienus, | 


Illius ad numeros prolixa degennia 

- rurſum Is FP 

. Adjeciſſe Meton Cecroped dicitur 
arte, : 

Tufeditq; anims, tenuit rem Gracia 

ſollers | Pros 
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- Protinus, '& longos inventam miſit 
ZN anus. ; : 


. Whereby is meant that Meton added 
Ten years to. the Computation of 
Harpalus,; who made Tables for. 
Erght years only, This period of 
Nineteen years was approved of by 
Euftemon' and Philippus , as beſt re- 
coniciling the Differences in the Sun ' 
and Moons | Revolutions. Exdoxus 
the Son of Aſchines a Cnydian, a 
Famous Geometrician and Aſtrolo- 
ger , © oppoſed - the Period. found by 
Meton, by one of Eight years, but 
to no purpoſe. © . | | 
The Multitude of Commentators 
upon Aratus, will not permit me to 
leave him out of the Roll ; he Wrote 
in Verſe the time of the Riſing, and 
Setting of the Stars, and gave Rules 
_to.know what Temperatures of Air” 
ould be upon the different Aſpedts - 
and Poſitions of the Heavenly Bo- 


dies. | 


Lo 


em ith 
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| Collected the Eclypſes of the Sun 
- .D.and Moon; and it was he that firſt 
' gave Notice of the Star called Bere- 


Poem de com Berenices. 


Idem me ille Conon celeſti Inmine 
. wid i, - 
 E Bereniceo wertice Ceſfariem 
Pulgentem clare, quam multis illa 
Deorum | ; 
| Non fine taurino ſanguine pollicita 
- off: 7 


About Ten years after him, - that 
15, about the Hundred and Fortteth 


Famous for his skill ; he followed the 
Opinion of Pythagoras, Philolaus, and 
thoſe who held the Motion - of the 


riſhed the Famous Archimedes, who 
_ made the Flying Dove, and the Ar- 


About the time of Prolomens Phi- 
ladelphus, Conon Flouriſhed , 'who-. | 


zices Hair, as Catullus ſays in his 


Olympiad, Arifarchus Samins was 


Earth. About the fame time Flou- | 


tificial - 
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AC/P.-7 ; 
| tificial Sphere,wherein were Motions 
_ anſwerable to that of the Czleſtial. 
Bodies, the Artificial Planets keeping 
Correſpondence with the Natural ; 
The Study of the'Stars being now 
grown to a confiderable height, want- - 
ed not Admirers in all the ſucceeding 
Ages, who imployed their Paxts and 
| Indeavours 1n theſe Speculations; and 
by their Induſtry and good Fortune, - 
dayly added to the perteCtion of this 
Art : It were eafie for me to give you 
their Names 1 Order, as they ap- 
peared to the world, to theſe very. 
tines: but that not being ſo neceſla- 
ry, I ſhall only ſpeak ſomething of 
the Progreſs it had, after the Decay 
of the ; Aeris Monarchy, and then 
proceed to my intended Diſcourſe 
againit the Defamers, and Blots to 
this Noble. Science ', the Judicial 


Aſtrologers: 


I begin with Alcaines, otherwiſe 
call'd x "ink Albinus ; not that he 
was the firſt, who deſerved to be taken 

| G 2 © Notice 
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Planets, which \was no leſs pleaſant 
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Notice of, but for Brevity ; .conſider-. 
ing it would Swell my Volume to too 
largea Bulk to name them all. He was 
Born-in England, a Torkſhire-Man, and. 


. was made Deacon in the days of Offa 


King of the Mercians, and was by 
him, for -his great Learning, but: 
eſpecially for his skill in the Mathe- 
matical Studies, ſent over to Charles 
the Great, and was by him Honou- 


rably received; and ſtaid with himin' 


France. He got a Grant for an Uni- 


verſity at Paris, and Taught the Li- || 


beral Sciences there. He Read Aſtro- 
nomy to Charles the Great, and ſhew'd 
him the uſe of an Ephemeris : 'twas 
he gave the German- Names to the 
Winds, by which our ſeamen at this 
day call them. 

This Kings being delighted ſo much 
with Aſtronomy, brought him into 
a good Eſteem with the then King of 
Perfia, who was addicted -the ſame 
way, and ſent him a Dial for the 


a 


for 


_ 193) | 
for the Favour, than uſeful for the 
' Ingenuity of it. | | | 
Not long after lived Mazmon King 
of- the Saracens.,, who cauſed P?olo- 


mies Syſtem to be brought in again, ._ 


after it had beena long time neglected. 
And Contemporary. with him, was 
the Famous A/bamaſſar the Arabian. 

- In the year One Thouſand Four 
Hundred and Eighty, flouriſhed” Mar- 


 filius Ficinus, at firſt a great Favou- 


'rer of Judicial Aſtrology ;. but aiter- 
wards Reading that Excellent 'Trea- 
tiſe of Picus Mirandula's, concerning 
that Subject, he Recanted, being con- 
vinced of the Fopperies thereof by the 
reaſons of ſo Learned a Man. He 
was a Greet man in all Learning, 
do an eſpecial Admirer of Plato's 
Philoſophy. | 

In the year One Thouſand Five 


Hundred flouriſhed Abraham Zacutz, 


 Mathematician to Emanuel King ot 
Portugal ;* he left a;perpetual Alma- 
- aack for the Revolutions of all the 
Stars. | G 3 From 


if 
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From the year of Chriſt Qne Thou- 
| fand and Five Hundred, Mathemati-. - 
cal Studies grew ſo Univerſal, and 
well known in the Chriſtian World, 
that it is impoſſible to Rank them 
in their. Order, the Multiplicity of 
Students bringing Confuſion into the 
Hiſtory. I ſhall only therefore ſpeak 
of the moſt Renowned. And firſt, 
with Toannes Wernerus a German, 
who was a moſt exact Obſerver of 
the Starry Motions ; he Wrote two, 
Books of the Motion of the Eighth 
Sphere. ; | 
Contemporary with him was Foar- 
nes Blanchinus, and about ſixteen 
years after was- Joannes Steflerus ; 
; he Taught the way to make an 4ſtro- 
labe, and Wrote Commentaries upon 
.Proclas his Sphere ; he was ſometimes 
Maſter to Philip Melanithon, and in- 
flamed that Learned. man with ſuch 
a Love to Mathematicks, as endured 
to his very Degth, After him was | 
Henricus Baerfinus , and John Cario, 


both 


) > > 


both very Eminent men, of which 
the firſt Wrote a Bdok of the Compos 
ſition, and uſe of the Quadrant, the 
other of Practical Aſtrology , and 
 Ephimeredes for many years. 

In the year One Thouſand Five 
Hundred Thirty Six, Nicolaus Coper- 
nicus became Eminent, one who re- 
vived many Opinions that had for a 
long time been Buried in obſcurity ; 
of whom 1ſmael Bulialdus in his Pro- 
legomena's to Phyloſophical Aſtrono- 
my, gives this CharaQter , Nicolaus. 
Copernicus vir abſolute ſubtilitatis , 
non ſolum obſervator fuit , ſed etiam 
Hypotheſeos Pythagorice antique in- 
ſtaurator, Per eum enim ex humants 
' cogitationibus exempte Ptolomaicarum- 
Hypotheſeon trice, & circalorum mul» 
riplicium involutiones, © ad Phyſicam 
fimplicttatem revocate ſunt hominum 
mentes. 

After him was Petrus Apianus, Lu- 
cas Gauricus a Neopolitan, and Foachi- 
nas Fortins Rithenbyrgins , common» 
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ly:called Sterck, who lived at the fame 
time with Eraſmas. Roterodamus ; and. 
was firſt moved to apply himſelf ts 
{tudy, by Converſing with Eraſmas, 
and more particularly ( as himſelt 
Confeſles ) by Reading that little 
Treatiſe De ratione ſtudij, | 
In the year of Chriſt Qne Thou- 
fand Five Hundred and Sixty, Lived 
Gerardus Mercator, a man well Read 
in Aſtrology. / 
| _ Manyothers there are, whom it is 
needleſs to inſert, not that they were 
lels deſerving than others, but þecauſc 
theſeI have mentioned may ſerve to 
thew by whom, and at what times 
this Science has been propagated. 
And though ſome may object, that 
I go againſt my felt in thus playing 
the Herald, and reckoning the An- 
ceſtors of Aſtrology ; and that it had 
been more advantageous to my Cauſe 
to have ſought to have proved, that 
none ot-Ingenuity or Learning had 
gyer ſtudied in theſe matters :.yet ler. 
7 | them 


: - , " 


Ls þ + - bat L k T EY 4 6 ; > 4s g 7 
_ 
| 
g z \ > 


them know, that it makes muck; for 
me upon Conſideration, that none of 
theſe ever deſcended to theſe Nonſen- 
fical -Fopperies, wherewith Judicial 
[Aſtrology is ſtuffed full, and which 
| has brought into Queſ}ion the more 
material points of the Heavenly 
Reading. Nor have theſe Fortune- 
tellers any more reaſon to-boaſt, that 
ſo many Worthy men have imployed 
themſelves inContemplating the Star- 
ry Bodies, than the Romanz/ts to boaſt 
ot St. Peter,and the Apoſtles Dottrine, 
foraſmuch as both of them have loſt 
their Art and Religion with Super- 
{tition and Fopperies. 


/ 


WY EY AGEIIT INES 


—_ 
— A. . 


CuxnÞl 


A Diſcourſe concerning Judicial 
| | Aſtrology. 


T Hat Curioſity 1s the Epidemick 

Diſeaſe of the Mind, every 

man may Experience.in himſelf, and - 
PR Es _ ob- 


x 7: 

obſerve in others, which if it was 
.not-ſq, there had been no occaſion of 
the' preſent Diſcourſe. Yet foraſmuch 
as through the Impudent Raſhnelſs of | 
ſome, and the Serious ſimplicity of 
others, not only the Stars, but alſo 
the Votes and Deſires of men are re- 
duced intoan Art, and made ( againſt 
their own Nature ) Foretellers of fu- 
ture Contingencies; it will not be, T 
hope, ingpertinent to our preſent pur- 
poſe, to Diſcuſſe the Buſineſs, and to 
Search out what Solidity and Truth 
thereis in their Opinions and Tenets. 
Which that we may do, I ſhall reduce 
my Diſcourſe to 'Three Heads.' 
. I. A propoſal of their Principles, 
who are perſuaded of the Omniſci- 
ence of the Stars, and have given up 
their Votes for Judicial Aſtrology. 

2. An Examination of thoſe Prin- 
ciples; to ſee how rheir Principles 
accora with reaſon. 

' 2. A Confutationof their Falſe and 
Erxoneous Opinions, not only in the 
ſmaller 
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ſmaller DeduQtions and Conclufions, 


but alſo in- the verry Fundamen- 
tals. | 

Of which TI do not intend to make 
a long Treatiſe, but only briefly to 
Touch at the foreſaid Method, and fo - 
have done. | | 

Grand Patrons and Favourites of 
the affirmative ( I mean Sticklers for 
Judicial Aſtrology ) were the Priſcil 
lianiſts, ſpawned from the Gnoſticks ; _ 
who amongſt other their prodigious 
Errours had this, that the Stars had 
eſpecial and ſupreme Influence and 
Predominance over man, and Taught, 
that the ſeveralparts of his Body were 
in Subordination to the Twelve Con- 
pr many, : Aſſigning to the Head 
Aries, Faurus to the Neck, Gem7ns 
to the. Shoulders, and ſo of the'reſt, 
as you may be informed from every 
Almanack Writer, affirming that- in 
good Earneſt, which the Poets only 
ipoke Allegorically, or rather Poetzca 


 Licentid ; introducing Old Atlas with 


the 


= 
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the Heavens on his Shoulders, and 
his 'Body finely Spangled - with 
Stars. ET | 
But to proceed to our preſent pur- 
poſe; their main Arguments, and 
Strong Cables, the Zomerick Chains 
_ Wherewith they would Pull down 
Fupiter and the reſt of the Stars to 
the very Earth, and imploy them 
as--Link-boys, to direct us 1n- our 
very Pilgrimage here upon Earth , 
.are reducible to.theſe Heads: | 
1. To places of Scripture, ſeem- 
ing to make for their purpole. 
. 2. To reaſons which they bring 
to make good their party. 
3. To Experiments and \Obſerva- 
tions, by which they would expect 
Credit and conſent: to their Art. 
Firſt for places of Scripture. Thoſe 
that are moſt urged by them are 
Genefis 1. 14. where its ſaid, Lumi- 
naria celeſtia a Deo poſita eſſe in ſig- 
»a. Judges. That the Stars tought 
againſt Siſera in their courſes... Alſo | 
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Job 3$ 3x, Canſt thou bind the ſweet 
influences of the Pleiades 2 or looſe 
the bands of Orion? Canſt thou bring 


forth * Mazzaroth in his ſeaſon ,.or _... 


canſt. thou guide Ardtarus with his ſons > 
Knoweſt thou the Ordinances of Hea- 
ven 2 Canſ# thou ſet the Dominion there- 
of in the Earth ? - 

' That likewiſe P/alm the 19. 1. The 
Heavens declare the glory of God, and 
the Firmament ſheweth his handy-work. 
And above all, that of the Star which 
appeared to'the Wiſe-men or Magz, 
who came to ſee Chriſt; from all 
which places they would conclude, 
that the Stars are Signs of Future 
Events, and that diverſly , according. 
to thei ſeveral AſpeAts, Conjundti- 
ons, and Oppoſitions. - 

The ſecond Rank of Arguments , 
are-ſuch as ace drawn from reaſon, 
which they Form on this manner, as 
Fir: - -. 

That there can be no other reaſon 


Þ given ofthe vaſt number of Wandring- 


Stars. | 2, There 
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2. There can be no reaſon given 
of the ſeveral Motions, ſo many Cote 


junctions, Oppoſitions, Trines and 
Quartiles, or why a Planet (ſuppoſe) 
ſhould be ſometimes in one Sign,fome- 
times in another, now exalted in his 
Dignities in his own houſe in full force 
and power, againſneaking amongſt his 


Enemies, in ſome Conſtellation,clearly 


| contrary to his own Natural Inclinati- 
on; or why two or three Planets meet- 
ing at the Bull, or Ram, or any other 
Sign, ſhould be very Civil and Sober, 
and allagree to onething ; and on a 
| ſudden ( no body knows for what ) 
fall out and come to Daggers draw- 
in 
3. They fay there is a ſtriet Cohe- 
rence, and Bond of Amity, betwixt 
the Czleſtial and Sublunary Bodies; 
that the Stars have certain Influences 
upon the Bodies of men, which pre- 
vail more or leſs according to theif 
_ divers\Poſitions: for example, that 
thoſe wha Born in the [nter luninm, 


ſhould | 
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- [ſhould be weak and ſubje&to Difcaſes; 
| [and that thoſe who are Born when the 


Moon is in Conjun&ttjon with Male- . 
volent ilk-natur'd *Planets, do either 
die omg , or are troubled with 
Epilepfies at the New-Moons : that 

phy icians obſerve ſome Diſeaſes to 

increaſe or abate according to the ſe- 
veral Aſpe&ts and Poſiture of theMoon' 
with other Stars. They reaſon fur- 
ther, that conſidering, it 1s undeniable 
that the Stars have influence over the 
Elements, it ſhould be abſurd to deny 
that man is exempt from that Influe 
ence, ſince he does intallibly Particis 
pate ofthe Nature and Quality of the 
Elements ; this is for the Body. That 
they Swagger over his Mind too, they 
Argue thus ; The inclinations of the 
Mind follow the Temperature of the 

Body, and that Temperature of the 
Body 1s altered and diſpoſed of by the 
Elements, the. Elements by the Cz- 


leſtial Bodies, therefore *tis certain, 
that one may judge of the Manners 
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and Inclinations of men by the Stars. 


Another reaſon they bring, is from * 
the Author of Aſtrology, who (-as 


they ſay ) was Seth, and his Children, 
and that he, by reaſon of what he 
had heard from Adam concerning the 
Two-fold Deſtruction: of the World, 
' Wrote the Fundamentals and Princi- 
ples of this Science on two Pillars, the 
one of Brick, and the other of Stone; 


as alſo that Moſes and Danze! were. 


Skill'd in all the Learning of the Zgyp- 
tians and Chaldeans, and were not 
onde for it from the Mouth' of 
od. | 
The laſt File to patch up a plauſible 
Toleration for Judicial Aſtrology 1s, 
© from Experiments and Obſervations 
Collected by PraCtitioners, and Re- 


corded by Hiſtorians of very good 


Credit and Authority. _ .. 

"The firſt is that of Juliuf Ceſar, 
Written by Suetonius, who. being 
Warned by an Aſtrologer, to beware 
of the Ides of March, - and the time 


being 
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bear 


They were:indeed come, but not paſt, 
and the very ſame day- was Ceſar 
Stab'd in the Senat-houſe, and dyed 


of two and thirty Wounds: At the 
Nativity of Auguſtus, Publius Nigi- 


dins who had calculated it, cryed out; 
that the Lord of the whole Earth 
was then born, 'which made Augaſt-: 
us favour the Aſtrologers ever atter, 
and cauſed: the Image of a Goat to 
be ſet upon his Coin, being born un- 
der that Sign, _ 

Thrafiflus and Tyberius walking 
together the .Emperour | defign'd .to 


mave thrown him down aſteep place, 


and have ſlain him, but he coming 
near the place begun to tremble, 
look pale, and ſhew divers Signs of 
horrour and amazment ; Which 


being obſerved by the Emperour, he 


asked what was the matter: the Aſtros 
H _ loger 


({xdg:) 

ing come; and ſeeirig hho :danger; as: 
' the prediction .ſeemed to ſignifie, he: 
ered the Artiſt, telling him - that- 
the Ides were come; who -anſwer'd,: 


T; 
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gin cungere He perceived ons ; 
ham ;hereupon 
a. ew hw, and forboreto 
poke a Irag ical Defign. | 
Vitellius vice -=_ 2 Private man, 
the Aftrologers told hum he ſhould be be 
Emperor , and afterwards told him 
the day of his Death ; for the Empe- 
ror — difpleafed with the Aſtrolo- 
i ear _ ſhould all de- 
out of /tal uch a day : they 
pr out a Bo ts Libel, whenia 
they defired him not to trouble him- 
ſelf with their going out of Ztaly on 
: that day, for he ſhould then go out 
of the world; which according to 
heir Przditions proved true. 
 Xphilinus in vita Neronis, Relates 
. that when Nero was Born, the Aſtro- 
logers foretold that he ſhould be Em- 
peror, and flay his Mother, which 
alſo came to paſs. 
Many other Experiments may be 
on Pa the Credit of Aſtrologers, 
I ſhall not fet down, to avoid 
_ Pro- 


- to avol 
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Prolixity ; who has a mind to knoiy 
them, may Conſult Zatin Authors, 
and find to their Content : theſe be- 
ing of moſt Validity I have taken 


Notice of, partly engaged thereunto 


by my propoſed Method, and part 
7 hv > 5 Cenfure of the = 
party, who might elſe have com- 
plained of Foul-play. That we may 
in ſhort lay down what is tobe thought 
of this Art-in general, and its Funda- 
mentals, we muſt make a diſtintion 
between certainties and uncertainties, 
diſtinguiſhing them both from what 
is manifeſtly Falſe, arid examine what 
power the Stars have over inferior 
ſublunary Bodies, how far this Art 
extends it ſelf; and what is beyond 
the Reach both of the Stars and Aſtro= 
ftogers, and ſo we may come to know, 
what Prezdiftions may be certainly 
had from the Heavens, what only 
probably, and what cannot be known 

at all. 

From the Stars , | eſpecially from 
Z " the _ 


pr . ( 108-) 
the- Sun and. Moon, may. be known: 
the Succeſſion of Day and Night, the. ; 
Four-fold Diſtin&ion of the;year, Re-. 
markable Alterations and Changes of 
-rty as Winds, Rain, 'Tempeſts, 

6 wr ; 2 

Alſo it cannot be denied, that the- 
Czleſtial Bodies have their Influence 
and Operation upon the Elements, 
eſpecially upon the Air, ſo as to make 
it ſometimes Healthful and Sweet, 
fometimes Noxious and Deſtructive. 
Alſo that there ſeveral things, which 
have a particular dependance upon the 
Moon, - and thoſe not, only Vegeta- 
tives,but alſo Men, as may be obſerved 
from thoſe we call Lunaticks, which 

. 1s thus effeted. The Devil who is 

of great Experience and Subtlety , 
Chooſes thoſe times fo the Diſtur= 
bance of ſuch perſons, when the hu- 
mours flow abundantly in the Body 
(occaſioned by the) Courſe of the 

odn ) and ſo inſindating himſelf in- 
ro the humour , eaſily Diſturbs the 
Imagination, Aſtro- 


"(109 )) . 
 - Aſtrologers may alſo ;give-:certain  * 
information of the Periods and Moti 
ons of the Czleſtial Orbs;/-thediſtan- 
ces, Riſing|and Setting of the Stars:; 
the Conjun&tions, Oppoſitions, and 
other Aſpects, - of: the Eclypſes of the 
Sun and Moon, becauſe thoſe things de- 
pend upon-the Regular and: neceflary 
Courſe of Nature.  , EVE. 

Amongſt thoſe things which--are 
only probable, and Contingent or-'to 
be Gueſt at, are particular alterations 
in the Air, !Collected trom the -obſer- 
vation' of certain Changes, . uſually 

attending ſuch 'an Aſpe$t of the Pla- 
nets, as alſo, Epidemical Diſeaſes g all 
which are. only Contingent, becauſe 
there may, beſides thoſe | general and 
remote; Cauſes ( I mean :the poſiture 
of the Stars, ) occur ſeveral more1t- 
medate- Cauſes, which may diſturb | 
the iotherwiſe-natural EffeQs.Such are 
the Interpoſition of ſome Star 1n the 

Aſpect obſerved of a contrary Nature, 
not known of by the Aſtrologer ;. the . 

PRIEN on H 3 diffe- 
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_ . :Oifferent Qualities of Countreys, and 
the diverſe 'Temperatures of the Air, 
which may. abate the Influence, and 
perhaps change. the Nature of. the 

If Aſtrologers Err ſo frequently 

18 their Prezdictions of the Weather, 

and other things which depend upon 

Natural Cauſes, we may*confidently 

affirm, that thoſe things which depend 

meerly atthe will and pleaſureot man, 
are ſuch, as Aſtrologers cannot at all 


Jacge offs fit 71 
. To ſhew the vanity ang idleneſs of 
this Science, I ſhall' make uſe of Au- 
, -Þthority, both Divine and Humane, 
2. Reaſon, and: 3d{y. their own Falſe 
Obſervations and Pradictions. a 
As tor Divine Authority,no greater 
- Argument can'be brought'againit it, 
than that it is ſo often ſpoken againſt 
4n Holy Scriptures, as in Nam. 23. 
22. Where all manner of Divination 
is forbidden, inquiring after that which 
is. to come is forbidden, Prov. 27. 
/ -}, Seo. 
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Eccleſ.$.6. God by his Prophet Eſatab 
Taxes the a of chiskre and of 
thoſe that areDeluded by them, E/az. 
47. 12. 13. Stand now ( ſays he )with 
thy Enchantments, and with the multi- 


| Zude of thy Sorceries, wherein thou haſt 


be able to profit, if ſo be thou maiſf pre- 
vail. Thou art wearted in the multitude 
of thy Counſels : let now the Aftrelogers, 


Haboured from thy Touth; if mopre 


the ; ink 770 Þe the: monthly Prog- 


oſticators ſtand up, and ſave thee from 


theſe things that ſhall come upon thee. 
God likewife commands the 1ſraelites, 
that theyLearn not the ways of theGex- * 


tiles, and that they be not afraid of the 
Signs ofheaven,which theGenzlesfear. 
God threatens Confuſion, Folly, and 
Deſtruction to fuch like, Eat. 44.20. 

. Next come the Ancient Fathers, 
who ſubſcribe to the Authority of the 
Scriptures, and vote down this way 
of Divination ; out of whoſe Writings 
many things tending to this purpoſe 
may begathered. 
| | H 4 Nay 


I 
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Nay ſfo- unreaſonable and <P | 
T has thisScience C095. beenaccounted 
that (' except afew Brainſick perſons, 
who have pradtiſed it) it 52 been 
condemned;by moſt Grave and Judi- 
'cious men, and by the Edifts of ſeve- 
ral Heathen aſwell as Chriſtian Em- 
 perours, as alſo-by General-Councils ; 
* ſee the; \&s of the firſt General- Coun- 
cil of 7 eds, in which the Pri/ci//za- 
wiſts ( as I ſaid before) great Favoy- 
rers of this Art were Condemned and 
Excommunicated. Nor did this fort 
of men fare better with the Emperors.; 
they were Baniſhed the City by Aux 
guſtus ; Exp elled out of Ttaly firſt by 
Tiberius. - ati by Claudius ; at- 
terwards by Yitelius they were Sen- 
tenced to Neath : twice by Domitiag 
were they Baniſh'd ont of 7raly, as 
being a ſort of men Treacherous to | 
\ Princes, and. Faithleſs to rhoſe that 
Truſted j inthem. Thereis alſo . wh.c1 
ought. to have been named firſt \ a 
Law made by Czſar to this s parpoſs, 


> ie 


| Z any Magician, or Conjurer, or Sapth- ' 

ayer, or Mathematician, or Interpre- 
ter of Dreams be taken within my Fur 
riſdiffion, let him ſuffer Puniſhment; 
but if he be Convitt, and continue gb- 
ſtinate, let him be WW) and Lanced 
according to his De I 

Likewiſe *'twas Decxced by Hono-. 
rius and Thepdojius xhe Emperours , 
that the Books of the Mathematicians 
ſhould be Burnt in the preſence of the 
Biſhops. 6 | 

Thus much for Authority of Scrip- 
ture and Fathers ; now I come to the - 
ſecond particular, that is, *Reaſon. 
Whereupon I thus Argue, Foraſmuch 
as Natural things and ſuch as depend 
meerly upon Natural Cauſes, cannot 
be poſitively affirm'd, but only go 
under the Notion of probabilities ; *tis 


Not. to be thought that Contingeneies | 


and things depending upon mans will, 
( and ſuch are moſt wherein Aftroic- 
.. girs have to do) ſhould be hit of 

by their doubtful and Fantaſtical Rules 
of Art. +. 


W 


3}, 28 
2, If the Stars have ſuch Predo- 
minancy as is pretended, it muft either 
beas Cauſes, or Signs ; but they can- 
not be Cauſes, for that would infer a 
neceſſity of ſimilar Efteas, which no | 
man will either pretend to, or De- 
monſtrate; .nor can it be a Cauſality, 
"or to ſpeak plainer, an inclining, bur 
not a compelling Power, that being 
of as bad conſequence, for then how 
ſhould Partial and Remote Caufes pro- 

duce real and poſitive Effects ? ' | 
But if they be only Signs, they muſt 
be either Natural , or Supernatural. 
Natural they cannot be, ſince they 
can upon that Score have no agree- 
ment with the things fignified,nor pro- 
ceed from the ſame Cauſe:norcan they 
be Supernatural, for then we onght to 
ſuppoſe an Infallibility in the Event. _ 
Now as Chymiſts and Mounte- 
banks uſe to flouriſh in Qratory, and 
tell the Credulous Vulgar many fine 
Stories of the Temperature - of. the 
Elements, of the proportion of Quali- 
ties, 


©} (:225 >; 

ties, and fuch like puzling Terms, to 
wheedle an opinion of their Skill into 
their Auditors : fo: do Aftrologers 
laſh'-out into large and extravagant 
Encomiums of the. Heavenly Bodies, - 
urge the Coherence betwixt Czleſtial . 
and ſublunary things, and tell fine Sto- 
ries that ſo many Orbs, Stars and 
Motions were not made by God Al- 
amighty to no end; and after much - 
proving of that ' which none denies, 
they deſcend to their particulars, their 
. little Caſualties, and Tie every mans - 
Fortune to ſome Star or other. . What 
( fay they ) ſhall we think that the 
moſt glorious part of the Creation, in 
which ( as in a large expanded Vo- 
lume) may be Read the wonderful 
power and Wiſdom of God, was made 
to. ſerve to no uſe? or ſhall we ſet at 
nought thoſe” things which have ſo 
abundantly ſhewn torth their power 
_ upon the Earth? | 

, Let us now deſcend to their Maſter» 
piece , that is,' Nativities, and ſee 
FOT3sC.. - what 


(.Ir6') 


_ ſemblance of truth there is-in 


| "x hey pretend: to: obſerve the very 

point of their Nativity, and the places 
of the Stars, which are Fixed, which 
are. Erratick, in what Houſes they 


ariſe, which Dloners are in their Ex» 


altation, which not; whether in. a 
_ right Triplicity? whether in a Maſ- 
culine or -Fzminzne Sign ; what Af- 
pects, whether Trine, or Quartile, or 


Sextile, or Oppoſition, or Conjun- 


&tion; and ſeveral other hard-and 
Conjuring Terms. From hence { fay 
they )) it is eaſie, either by the Pla- 
nets conſidered: particularly, or alto- 
gether, -or with the Signs-of the Zo- 
diack; to Collect the Events of hu- 
mane Affairs, 'to Deſcribe a mans In- 
clinations, and give an account of his 
good or bad Fortune. _ * 

Now let us allow them this ( which 
3s indeed more than they can prove ) 
that the Fortunes of. men are Guided 

by the. Stars; . yet ASE: Midwife or 
| Aſtro» 
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Aſtrologer, either can be ſo exact; as? 
to know the very Minute of a Nativi-1 
ty, which is neceſſary to be known, 
 foraſmuch as in- the ſpace of one Mi- 
nute there 'is a vaſt. and unalterable:' 
Celerity in theMotion of the Heavens; 

| ſo that: before the Infant be wholly: 
Born, the Conſtellation will bechang- 
ed, and the Head will be Born under 
one, and the Feet under another, which 
will ( if it was ſignificant ) prove but- 
Croſs Fortune to the Party. 

But ſuppoſing that this ſmall mo- 
ment of time do not Diſturb the ſigni- 
fication of the Horoſcope; how comes: 
it. to paſs that Twins are oftentimes 
obſerved to have ſuch different For- 
tunes, the one of them Dying in their 
Infancy, the other Living to Decrepit 
Age: or one of them { perhaps ) ex- 
alted to Honours and Dignities, and 
continually Courted with opportuni- 
ties of Advancement, the other not 
able to get out of a mean and abject 
Condition ; the one is inclined to 

| Peace, - 
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© . - Peace, the other to Quarrelling and 


Diſorder ; the one is ſtrong of Conſti- 
tutiofi, the other weak and ſickly. 

A greater difference ariſes, if the 
Twins be one of them Male, and the 
other Female: is it poſſible in ſuch a 
Caſe, that they ſhould both have the 
ſame Genius, and Inclinations ? which 
ought according to theſe men, neceſla- 
rily to follow. I hope there is no 
man but may be convinced of the va- 


nity of this Science, ifhe take Notice 


of thoſe that die in the Field, men 6f 
different Apes, Born under different 
Conſtellations ; yet all Periſhing by 
one common Fate. 

Were all the Firſt-born of Zgypt 
flainat the Departure of the Children 
of Iſrael; The Agyptians Drowned 
- in the Red-ſea; The Phili/tins Slain 

by Sampſon 5 The Children put to 
Death by ZHerods Officers, Born under 
the ſame Stars? I think none will 
Afirm it; If -not, Why did they Die 
by the ſame Death ? Are all that are 

BE: | Born 
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Born under Sarurn,Melancholick? Un- 
der Fapiter or the Sun, Princes and 
Potentates ? Under Mars, Souldiers 
or Highway-men ? Under Yems, 
Whoremaſters ? Under Mercary, Mer 
chants ? ; | 

T ſhall now come to Anfwer thoſe 
Arguments which Aſtrologers bring 
our of Scripture, from Reaſon, or Ex- 
periments. | 

Firſt for Scriptures : to that out of 
Genefis, 1. 14. I anſwer, that they 
aſſume more than the Sence of the _ 
words will permit ; for though it be 
there ſaid, that God ſet the Czleſtial 
Lights for ſigns of things neceſſarily 
depending upon their Courſe and Na- 
ture, yet it cannot thence be infer'd, 
that they are alfo ſigns of things meer- 
ly Contingent, and proceeding from 
the different Motions of mans Will _ 
and Appetite. 

Tothat ofthe Stars fighting againſt 
Siſera im their Courſes, TI antwer ; 
That by Stars in that place"according 

0 , to 
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Pay 
to ſome Interpreters-).45, meant. An-' 
gels, which 1s plauſible enough; for-,| 
aſmuch as both are promiſcuouſly cali 
led the-Hoſt of Heaven : or it may be: 
faid, that at that time: they did not | 
Operate by a Natural Influence, but 
a Supernaturai- and - extraordinary 
Power, God raiſing up -an unuſual 
Effect in the Stars, of cauſing Tem- 
. . peſts to the Annoyance of thoſe Ene- 
mies of his people. DU” 3 

In that place of Fob ſo much by 
them inſiſted on, is nothing at all to 
their purpoſe: ſince it may with eaſe 
be Turned againſt them, that it is to | 
be underſtood, that no man can under- 
ſtand the | Statutes of Heaven , but 
that God has reſerved the Knowledge | 
of ſuch things to himſelf ; beſides, 
there is nothing ſaid of the Influence; 

and Rule of the.'Stars - over mens 

Minds or Actions, nothing, of the 

knowledge of Future Events, but only 

Arguments of the Divine Wiſdom, | 
to convince Job. of his. weakneſs and 
* Frailty, And 
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Andthough it be faid, The Heavens 
ſhew forth the glory of God, and the 
Stars declare his Handy-work ; that 
makes not for them neither, the mean-: : 


- ing of the place being partly the ſame 


with that laſt mentioned, ( v2z.) that- 
Caſting up our Eyes to thoſe glorious 
Luminaries, we may remember the 
power of God, who has made them 
all, and continues them in ſo wonder-. ;. 
tul andunerring Courſes. fig 
As for the Star which appeared ro 
the Mag; coming to Chriſt, 1t was no 
Natural but a Supernatural Star , 


having a Motion contrary to that of 


other Stars ; few will ( I ſuppoſe ) 
be ſo impudent as to affirm, our Sa- 


viour was Governed by the Stars, that 


he who - Created, ſhould. be in Sub- 
jection to his Creatures. And though 
it appeard at his Birth, and uſher'd. 
lim into the world, yet (as St. Au- 
guſt ine ſays ) Non dominabatur Chriſto 


ad decretum, ſed famulabatur ad Teſti> 


monium, 


_ 
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monium, nec enim ſubjiciebat imperio, 


ſed judicabat obſequio. To make this 
an Argument for their Art would be. | 


an abſurdity ; for if it had force and 


ſignification in his Nativity, why had 


1t not over all thoſe Born at the ſame 


time with him ? I hope they will not -: 


ſay, that they were all to ſhare in 
the ſame Circumſtances of Lite. 

_- Let us now examine their Reaſons, 
and ſee how they will ſtand Trial. 


\ Their firſt Reaſon is grounded up- 


' on a falſe Suppoſition, that there can 
beno other uſe for the Stars,than to be 
CharaQters wherein. men may Read 
. their own Fortunes. | 

The ſecond likewiſe, (vzz.) that 
we know no other reaſon for the ſeve- 
ral Motions, and Aſpedts, is not good 


Reaſoning, for 'twill not hold to Ar- | 
gue from the Negation of our know-. 
ledge; to the Negation of the thing 


we cannot apprehend ; ſo that it we 
cannot find what a thing is for , we 
cannot 
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cennet alin ant it out a: piece of Ser-: 
| vice, and--infer a nceſlity of, ts. being, 
| deſga'd for. that. uſe we: have. devil-: 
ed;'to ap ly.1t £0. SI $10 A 
| .. The third reaſon from the Coles 
rence betwixt, Cleſtial and Sublunary- 
| | things is no better Logick;for onm-. | 
they, may ſway” the Elements, 
there is no reaſon they ſhquld do.ſo 
things meerly: Coritingent., . and &- 
pending - upon-the Will and. ſlippery 
Appetitesof Man: though Jup#ter, of 
Mars, .or. any. of the reſt, meeting in: 
ſuchan Aſpect and, Poſition one with 
ahother, may. produce a Tempelt in. 
| the Air ; yet I cannot. perceive a 
nceelliry, that they. muſt Dart a Dif 
order into my Af eions with their 
Maleyolent Rays., And ſuppoling the 
floaz of a Nativity.can be ay ga- 
red, yet-what reaſon canthey. ſhew 
[> Confirmation of their Rules: they: 
'N are only ſuch as men have deyiſed;and 
that without : any ground or -Warrant 
I 2 from 
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from Scripture: what reafon'canthey” 
ive that any: Aſpe& ſhoald/portens 
that whict-chey-/ſay/ir does,” butionly' 
ſome Obſeryation of a thing happen-' 
ing in that time, which whey cannot 
averr'to-proceed tromthiat Aſpect, but: 
that it had been ſo withoutit, ©? 
Andthough Eroch, and Joſeph were' 
given to Studies of this-Nature, and' 
that Moſes was Skill'd in theLearning' 
of the /Zgyprians; and Daniel of the; 
Chaldgans, 'yet it cannot be-proved, 
that they ever tavoured/this' way of 
Divining at things to 'come: their 
| knowledge: proceeded; from another 
_ Cauſe, to wit; immediate Revelation ; 
. orelſe was gathered from certain and 
Solid Principles. 7 7 
It maſtbe confeſſed that the Chiefeſt 
| Bulwarks'wherewitlr: Aſtrologers de- 
fend themſelves;are Experiments ; yet 
are they not ſo ſtrong, -but they may 
be Battered. For ſottieparticular Pre- - 
diftion proving true, does not _ 
| OT. F11 


( r25' ) 
» | the. Ruſes Infallible;'one amongſt: an 
7] - hundred-{ perhaps made: at the farne 
| time?) Hitting, the'reſt proving Falſe? 
whythen ſhould all thoſe that- Fail be 
flip'd'byi/and; not ſpoken of, ornot be 
brought in judgment againſt the Art, 
as thoſe tew winch are True, are made - 
fo ſtifly taplead for it 0: PEE -e- 
| Many Tana and - Learned 
men have Dlſtafſed the vanity of Judi- 
cial Aſtrology, ''as Picus Mirdidylt, 
Cornelius Agrippi, Franciſcus 'Valle- 
frus, and divers others, 'to whoſe Wri- | 
tings I refer my Reader. ' /-> fl! 
 Galeatius Prince of Millain gave a. 
notable; Check/to one of theſe men ; 
who was arrivedat that height of:ith- 
pudenice, as totell the Prince,' he was 
thortly to Die a fadden and/unofual 
Death, and that himſelf wasto Live a 
long time after him. But mark how 
prettily Galeatius-Eonfiited the'Aſtro- | 
loger; he cauſed him'to be forthwith 
tead to Execution, the Prince ſurvi- 
3 VINg 


R's 
” 
} 
F t 
x Cs 
i\3J 
M's 
i 


%. 
þ 


1 
f 


Bo 
»* ”-» 
* MER 


þ 


wy 
"IM 
> 


4 4% 


F- 
x 


| 


> S- 


RET C4 
64 2; KEI 
v\, F . ry 
” < 
De : 
ty 


by 
Me 
. 
. "4 
Us” - 
\ 
E. 


. 
v ” * » 


; « 
FM 

= L6H 
_— 

wi. ., 


FF: ? 
o 


i ff 
ig 
s »” 

. 


yioghim many years: and indea{{eis 


EP IT Os 
ENER. | ws ” 


| obſervable-that maſt of them are.igno- 


rant of what ſhall happen to them- 
ſelves, and. whilſt they toretel great 
Succeſs, and, promiſe Golden Mpun- 


. tains t9:others; cannot Enrich them- 


elves. - 3, 


# 


Nor ought we to be Sgduced by 


 the-Experiments they Bragg of, ſince 


they are moſt gf them only Colleed 
by little and pretending Sczolifts , 
men-of no Faith nor Reputation, 
moſt of them too being Feigned and 
Falling out no body knows where nor 
when. . "os ITY 
Again, in thoſe few which truly 


' happen according | to their Pradicti- 
_ og 1 3, . . n 
ons; tis not certain whether the 


Artiſt might Conſult with ſomething, 
elſe beſides the Stars , ſince many -. 


\ who Deal with Familiar Spirits, 


Mask their Impieties under the Vizor 
of Aſtrology. So St. Auguſtine lib. 5. 


&e Civitate Dei. Non immerito cre: 


ditur, 
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6 "rag » 0 
' ditur, cum Aſtrologi mirat;liter multa 
vera reſpondent, -occulto inſtinftu fiert ' 
room_—_ n0# bonorum, quorum curaeſt 
14s falſas & noxicas opiniones_de Aſtra- 
. libus fatis\' inſerere humanis mentibus, 
atq; firmare,” non Horoſcopi notati & 
inſpeti arte, que nulla eft. 


